
   
     P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O R N E R

Synergy is defined as the working together of two or more people, organiza-
tions, or things, especially when the result is greater than the sum of their 
individual effects or capabilities. Our chapter is truly blessed with the synergy  
generated by our volunteers with the sharing of their talents, time, and financial 
support so that Christ Child Society of Texas, Capital Area (CCS) may further 
our goal and purpose in helping children…one child at a time.  

Our volunteers are busy knitting, crocheting, and sewing items for our layettes 
and bereavement sets. A number of CCS members are making crafts to sell 

at the St. William Craft Show in November, while others count and arrange supplies at Miss 
Mary’s Cottage, and other members work on other service projects. We cannot forget our dili-
gent board members who sacrifice their time to meet and plan CCS activities, review budgets, 
write and proofread articles, and publish a quality quarterly newsletter that receives many com-
pliments.

Extra Special Blessings
•	 Virginia Pargmann’s donations over the years include proceeds from kolache bake sales 
at St. Helen in Georgetown, TX, in amounts that have now totaled over several thousand dollars. 
She also purchases Gattiland booklets and donates them to CCS so that when we sell them, the 
profit is all ours.  Thank you, Virginia!
•	 At	the	August	Layette	and	General	meeting,	on	behalf	of	the	sewing	group,	Baby	Stitch-
es, Janie Castillo, expressed a need for an industrial sewing machine. She told us the sewing 
machine mechanic was selling a used industrial machine for $400. This machine would be a big 
help to sew the thick hooded baby towels and the Velcro on the diaper bags. Without hesitating, 
Rose Zavala said	she	and	her	husband	would	buy	the	sewing	machine	for	Baby	Stitches.	I	was	
standing at the front of the room and can attest that this act of generosity brought tears to the 
eyes of several members at the meeting.  Muchas gracias, Rose!
•	 At	the	same	meeting,	Treasurer,	Sue Ridlehuber, updated members on pending insur-
ance premiums for $2,000 that would put a hiccup in our financial picture.  A few days later, 
Sue Greene and her husband sent our chapter a check covering the cost of the premiums. Sue 
stated they received an unexpected windfall and decided to pass a little of their good fortune to 
us.  What a blessing we received from the Greene family!  
 
 In an effort to introduce members to the National Christ Child Society (NCCS) website 
located at www.nationalchristchild.org, I will include a question in each newsletter. The answer 
is	located	on	the	website	and	on	page	5	of	this	newsletter.	Before	turning	to	that	page	for	the	
answer, please take a few minutes to explore the NCCS website to search for the answer. Happy 
hunting!

Question:  In what year did Mary Virginia Merrick begin giving handmade baby clothes?  

Serving humbly as your president,

Ofelia Melendez
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Christ Child Society now accepts PayPal!
This was inaugurated at the Evening for the Ladies 
and we will be incorporating this into fundraising,

 donations, etc. in the future.

C O T T A G E  O P E N  H O U R S

Miss Mary’s Cottage 
will be open ever y T hursday  

10 AM – NOON 

If you need supplies, need to 
drop off items or just want to 
volunteer for various projects at 
the cottage, please drop by dur-
ing our open hours.  

I N  T H ESpot l igh t
By	Ofelia	Melendez

In an effort to get to know each other better, we will have an artic le in each newsletter titled “In the Spot-
light.” It will feature two members: one tenured (more than two years CCS membership) and the other a 
recently joined member.  

Ardeth Hadley joined CCS in 2007. We are fortunate 
that	Lorraine	Schuckman	introduced	Ardeth	to	our	
organization. Since joining CCS, Ardeth has held the 
following positions:  Membership Chair, Correspond-
ing Secretary, Craft Show Chair, Hospitality Chair, 
and	CCS	Board	Member.	Ardeth	has	also	organized	
and chaired the Applebee’s Pancake Fundraiser and 
Little	Caesar ’s	Pizza	Fundraiser.	She	is	a	member	
of	the	Layette	Committee,	Baby	Stitches,	and	Miss	
Mary ’s Cottage group.  Her proofreading skills are 
greatly welcomed and appreciated on our newsletter.

When asked to tell us something that probably no one 
else in CCS knows about her, she replied, “I majored in 
Physical Education in college and coached some of my 
children and grandchildren’s soccer, softball and bas-

ketball teams.”

Anyone who has spent any time around Ardeth knows she and her husband travel quite a lot. When this 
newsletter is published, Ardeth will be basking in the Hawaiian sun. I asked her how often she has been to 
Hawaii and she said, “We’ve been to Hawaii at least 10 times. We enjoy the beautiful scenery and snorkel-
ing in the c lear water and seeing all the sea life “up close and personal. We’ve made many friends while 
visiting there.”

When asked what she was most proud of in CCS that she was involved with, Ardeth responded, “I have 
mentored two elementary school students for five years. It is very rewarding to see what a difference you 
can make in a child ’s life just by spending a short time each week with them.”A few years ago, Ardeth’s 
work as a mentor was recognized when she was selected as one of the Mentors of the Year in the Round 
Rock Independent School District. Ardeth further commented, “I also enjoy my work with the (cont. on pg 4)  
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Mark your 

Calendar

CHRIST CHILD SOCIET Y 
OF TEXAS, CAPITAL AREA, INC.

P.O. BOX 5953
Round Rock, Texas 78683

www.christchildsocietyoftexas.org

Spiritual Advisor
FR. DEAN WILHELM
St. W illiam Catholic Church

512-255-4473

President
OFELIA MELENDEZ

512-786-4705
Ofelia_melendez@yahoo.com

Immediate Past Pres. /Parliamentarian
JULIE SCHLU TZ

512-246-8934
amrschultz@yahoo.com

President-Elect/Ser vice
BARBARA FORBY

barbara.j.forby@usps.gov

V ice President/Fundraising
ROSE ZAVALA
txmxchef@aol.com

Treasurer
SUE RIDLEHUBER

Sue.Ridlehuber@sbcglobal.net

Recording Secretar y
DEE LILLY

dee.cpa@gmail.com

Membership
PAM FINLE Y

pfinley2@austin.rr.com

Layette
BECKY COOK

rebeccacook@austin.rr.com

Bereavement
RENEE MABRY

 themabr ys@sbcglobal.net

Hospitality
ARDETH HADLE Y 

lahad38@gmail.com

Historian
JACLYN JOHNSON  

jaclynejohnson@gmail.com

Newsletter/Publicity
REBECCA MARTINEZ

Rebecca_ai@hotmail.com

DATES TO REMEMBER:
October 10th Prospective Member Service 
Meeting Miss Mary’s Cottage - 6:30 pm
October	 20th	 Pancake	 Breakfast	 Fundraiser	
8am-10am	Applebee’s	La	Frontera
October	 27th	Layette	Assembly	&	General	
Meeting - to be determined
November 7th Prospective Member 
Fundraising Meeting Seton 6:30 pm
November 10th Craft Sale 9am-4pm 
Saint William’s Pavilion
December 5th 6:30pm CCS Christmas Social
Learning	Center	at	Seton	Hospital	in	Round	Rock
February	2nd	Saturday,	9am-11am	Layette,	
General	Assembly	&	Little	Caesar’s	
Fundraiser-St Helen’s Catholic Church in Georgetown
May	8th	2013	EFL	Saint	William’s

 Please prayfully
 consider 

volunteering . . . 
j LJFLKjLJFLK LJFLK LJFLKjLJFLK LJFL

there are many projects 
that we are currently 

looking for assistance with. 
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(cont. f rom IN THE SPOTLIGHT )  layettes because my granddaughter, Jessica, attends the assemblies and it is some-
thing she and I can do together. Hopefully, she’ ll be a future member.”

Ardeth retired from Radian in 1993, now URS. She has a teaching degree but worked as a secretary. She 
helped her daughter with her craft store and later was manager of her scrapbook store, Picture It, and re-
tired in 2005.

I	asked	which	current	members	did	she	invite	to	CCS	and	she	said	Cheryl	Lattner		and	Janie	Lopez.	Ar-
deth states she gets someone interested in joining CCS by telling them about the projects we support, 
inviting	them	…”to	attend	the	Layette	Assemblies	and	other	functions	so	they	could	see	firsthand	what	we	
do and learn more about CCS.”

ChonitaOlivas became an active member in April stating that 
she was drawn to CCS because she likes “…helping out moth-
ers, babies and kids who need our help.” Pam Finley invited 
Chonita to her first layette assembly in March 2011. Chonita is 
a	member	of	the	Layette	and	Hospitality	Committees.	On	most	
Thursday mornings, Chonita helps at Miss Mary ’s Cottage by 
taking inventory, sorting donations, or working on other things. 
Additionally, she also helped the Hat and Gloves program for 
elementary school children, crocheted a baby blanket and cap 
for	the	Bereavement	program,	and	generated	a	lot	of	excitement	
with the scarves she is knitting, which will be sold at the No-
vember 10th craft show at St William Catholic Church.  

The unusual and unique looking scarves are selling like hot 
cakes! Chonita cannot keep up with all the orders placed by CCS 
members and others who see her knitting the scarves. Ardeth 
Hadley asked Chonita to sew scarves for the craft show. Chonita 
states she wanted a scarf that “…would catch the eyes for the 
people who would come to the craft fair. I also wanted some-

thing that would not take me too long to knit/crochet.”  She added, “Then the word spread out and at the 
last layette assembly received more than 20 orders and I am still getting orders when other people see me 
knitting them. I am ecstatic that this simple scarf is bringing so much money to CCS.”

Chonita’s mother taught her to knit when she was a little gir l. Her 6th grade teacher taught her how to 
crochet. She states that she has been knitting and crocheting for a long time.  

When Chonita and her family moved to Round Rock, Chonita was hired as a contractor at Dell and later 
became	a	full-time	employee.	She	resigned	from	Dell	when	her	daughters	were	in	kindergarten.	Both	
Chonita and her husband are from Canada while her parents were born in Spain. Chonita c laims they are 
“an international family.” Her 10 year old twin daughters, Megan and Emily, were born in Dallas. 

The next time you see either Ardeth or Chonita, tell them something you learned about them from reading 
In The Spotlight.   

Join the Texas Capital CCS Prayer Team…or Request a Prayer…
T he best way to request a prayer is to send an e-mail to Joan Watkins at cc-
stxprayers@yahoo.com.
E-mails are checked daily. W hen requesting a prayer, a brief description is 
helpful. For example:
Please send a prayer for Mar y Smith, mother (daughter, niece, etc.) of Christ 
Child Member Betty Jones.  Mar y is recovering from surger y. Updates are 
also appreciated! 

A prayer request can also be made by phone. Joan’s cell phone number is 248-760-3957. If you 
would like to join the 29 members of the prayer team just send an email to the address listed 
above. 

We want to include you in our prayers please contact us!
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Mentoring Is a Rewarding Experience
One of the ser vice programs promoted by Christ Child Society (CCS) 
involves mentoring a school-aged child. Former mentors stated this is 
a rewarding experience for both the child and the mentor.  

W hat does a mentor do?  
Teachers identify students who need extra, uninterr upted one-on-one 
time. During the time you spend with the child they may just need 
someone to listen or talk with them. T hey need someone who is depend-
able, and is a positive role model. You may be asked to help the child 
with conversational and reading skills in the English language.  

W hy do children need a mentor?
Some students may str uggle academically or have low self-esteem while others have responsibilities at home and 
do not have the time needed to do their school work. Parents who work two jobs to provide for their families may 
have little time to assist the student.  

How often will I meet with the student? 
You will set your own schedule committing to one day a week, twice a month or once a month. We ask only that 
you honor your commitment for the sake of the student with whom you are paired.

W hat time will I need to be there? 
Your time with your student will always take place during their lunch time. Lunches begin at 10:40 and r un until 
12:30. You will be with the student for 45 minutes. Specific lunch schedules will be known once the student has 
been assigned to you.

W here will I meet my student?  
You will meet the student at the front doors of the Cafeteria and will eat lunch with them in the quiet atmosphere 
of the school librar y. 

W hat requirements do I need to meet?
Look at the website of the school district where you wish to volunteer. Information about the forms that need to 
be filled out and information on required criminal background checks for all volunteers who work with children 
can be found on the website.

If you are interested in becoming a mentor to help a child, please contact 

Barbara Forby bforby1@yahoo.com or 
Ofelia Melendez Ofelia_melendez@yahoo.com

A Mother ’ s  Last Gift
  A bereavement set is often the last gift a mother receives 
for her precious baby. T he committee members who sew the 
small delicate bibs and gowns take a lot of pride in their 
work and are honored to help with this gift.

We have provided twelve sets since June. T here has been a 
slight increase in the numbers we have given out because 
sets are occasionally given to babies who are miscarried 
early in the pregnanc y, not just full term babies.  

Currently, we only have two seamstresses for the bibs and gowns. T hese ladies are having some 
health issues so we really need more sewers, especially with the increase in the numbers needed.  

Please consider joining this committee or asking a fr iend who sews to join. T here are patterns 
and samples to show anyone who might be interested in helping.  

Contact me for more information.

Renee Mabr y 
Bereavement Chair
themabr ys@sbcglobal.net

QUESTION:  IN WHAT YEAR DID MARY VIRGINIA MERRICK BEGIN GIVING HANDMADE BABY CLOTHES? 
ANSWER: 1884 
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Mark your calendar!  
Our next layette and general assembly meeting will be held at The Commu-
nity	Rooms	in	the	Lake	Aire	Center	in	Georgetown	(2423	Wil-
liams Drive, Georgetown, TX 78628) on Saturday, October 27 at 
9 AM.  
THANK	YOU	to	St.	William’s	Parish	for	hosting	a	Baby	Shower	
and to all the generous donors who contributed!
If you need additional information about the layette assemblies, or 
if you are interested in helping to plan the layette, please contact 
Becky	Cook	at	rebeccacook@austin.rr.com.	We	are	always	in	need	
of more volunteers!
Layette Committee Meeting:
Monday,	October	15	at	7	PM	–	Becky’s	house	

FOR THE NEXT
LAYETTE	
ASSEMBLIES	
WE NEED IN-KIND 
DONATIONS OF: 

Sleepers

Receiving	Blankets

Travel Size Packages 
of Wipes

Box	Tops

Layette Announcement 

Baby Stitches Say:  
It is Here!

Our industrial sewing machine has arrived. 
It is easy to operate and it “hums” beauti-

fully and sews smoothly even over thick 
folds.  We are excited to add this machine 
to all the other equipment that makes our 

job easier.  Thank you Rose and Art Zavala 
for the very generous gift!  God Bless You. 

Presently, we continue sewing the totes, 
burp cloths and bibs. We have also worked 

on a few items for the November craft show.

The very committed and diligent members 
of  Baby Stitches, formally known as the 

sewing group have faithfully and joyfully 
met every Wednesday morning.  Each mem-

ber works at their comfort spot, working 
together for a common goal. Two members 

are serging, three are sewing and two are ironing, folding, packing and finishing the final 
details on each completed piece. Weekly, work that needs to be done is delivered to us 

and each week we send the completed work to the Cottage.

Everyone looks forward to our weekly meetings. The friendship that is nurtured makes 
all the work worthwhile. Not only do moms and babies receive our gift but we also re-

ceive great joy and satisfaction from what we do. If  you feel the urge to visit or join Baby 
Stitches, you are very welcome. 

Janie Castillo

255-3911 or beekeeperjc@sbcglobal.net
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Applebee’s Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
It’s not too late to get your tickets for our “All You Can Eat” Pancake 
Breakfast Fundraiser on Saturday, October 20th, from 8am – 10am, 
at La Frontera Applebee’s. Tickets are $6.00 and CCS receives $4.00 
for each ticket sold. Menu includes pancakes, sausage, coffee and or-
ange juice.
  We made over $900 at the February Pancake Breakfast and with 
your help we can make this one a bigger success. 
 Tickets are still available or they can be purchased at the door on 
October 20th. Contact Julie Schultz at 246-8934 or email amrschul-
tz@yahoo.com or  Ardeth Hadley at 733-0936 or email lahad38@
gmail.com with questions and/or to request tickets. 

Vanilla  BEAN Fundraiser 
   Make Your O wn Vanilla! Christmas is just around the corner! Looking for a great Christmas 
gift? Christ Child Society has the answer! Give the gift that is unique, useful and lasts for 20 
years – a vanilla bean in a bottle for only $15. All you have to do is split the vanilla bean and fill 
the bottle with vodka, r um or brandy. Store it in a cool, dark cabinet for 3 months and your va-
nilla is ready. As you use the vanilla, continue to add alcohol to the bottle. To purchase one, call 
Ardeth Hadley at 733-0936 or email at lahad38@gmail.com. 

Little Caesar ’s Pizza Fundraiser 
 Our first Layette Assembly of 2013 is Febr uar y 2nd. Little Caesar ’s 
Pizza orders will be distributed after the Assembly. Brochures and order 
blanks will be available at the October Layette Assembly so start tell-
ing your friends and family about this great fundraiser. T he pizzas are 
sold in kits. Each kit has the fixings (sauce, cheese and toppings) for 
3-12” pizzas or 9-6”  pizzas. T he pizzas freeze well and can be kept in the 
freezer for 3 months. Individual pizzas are just the right size for lunch. 
Kits are $15 - $18 and CCS earns $5 for ever y kit sold. Orders and money 
must be turned approximately 2 weeks before deliver y. Call Ardeth Had-
ley at 733-0936 or email lahad38@gmail.com with questions.

St. W illiam Fall Craft Sale
 St. W illiam’s Fall Craft Sale is Saturday, November 10th, 9am – 4pm, in the 
Pavilion.
 We have lots of beautiful handmade items! T hanks to all of you who are shar-
ing your creativity and donating items to the show. In addition to selling some of 
the handmade layette items, there are pin cushions, Janie Castillo’s beautiful baby 
quilts, baby shoes, casserole carriers, Christmas items, gift bags, Christening Day/
Wedding Day Bonnets, yarn necklaces, note cards, tree ornaments, knitted scar ves 
(see picture), Precious Messes Baby W ipes and many more reasonably priced items 
ranging from $1 - $25. 
 W hat better place to do your Christmas shopping and help the children in 
the Austin area that Christ Child Society ser ves than at our craft sale? If you have 
items to donate, the committee needs to have all items no later than October 25th.
 We need workers to help set up Saturday morning and work during the show. 
Contact Linda Foerster (267-1289), Janie Lopez (251-0939) or Ardeth Hadley 
(733-0936).
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Celebrate the Christmas Season with CCS
Christ Child Society (CCS) Christmas Social will be Wednes-
day, December 5th at 6:30 pm at the Learning Center, located 
in the Seton Hospital in Round Rock (directions will be sent 
later). This is a great time to meet new people, visit with all 
our members, and to celebrate the Holiday Season.   
Please make plans to attend.
For our Christmas Socials, CCS members are asked to donate    
items for our Hygiene Projects or our Layette Program in lieu    
of a gift exchange. Our current layette inventory shows a    
shortage of sleepers, wipes and bibs. This year we are     
requesting each person donate at least one of      
these three items.  Items from our November      
craft sale will be available to purchase at      
the social. These purchases will help support      
our various CCS projects. If you would like to      
volunteer to help with the food,  

please contact     

Barbara Forby 512-342-1225          
or bforby1@yahoo.com.

Yo u r  He l p  Ne e d e d  i n  H y g i e n e  P r o g r a m
School has started and so has our hygiene program. We are busy on 
Thursdays putting together hygiene packets for elementary students in 
handmade drawstring bags. We continue to help five elementary schools 
this school year: Voigt, Berkman and Bluebonnet in Round Rock In-
dependent School District (RRISD) and Carver & Purl in Georgetown 
Independent School District (GISD).The hygiene bags will be delivered 
to the school nurses or social workers by the end of October. 

Our elementary hygiene bags contain:

Toothpaste – full-size or 3 small tubes Toothbrush

Comb       Washcloth

Deodorant      Soap – 2 bars travel size

Shampoo - travel size    Conditioner - travel size

Lotion - travel size

Due to the generosity of the Chaparral Women’s Club, we received a grant to cover part of the 
cost of the full-size toothpaste, toothbrushes, and combs.  We stil l need your help and ask you to 
collect travel-size items. Please ask friends, family and co-workers to help collect these items for 
this program. Everyone’s help really makes a difference to the children. Donations of any of these 
items are always welcomed and encouraged.  

We also need 35 copy paper boxes. Fifteen completed hygiene bags fit in one box and they are 
easier to carry. We plan to give the boxes to the nurse/social worker and when their supply runs 
low, they can contact us to pick up the boxes and refil l them. 

If you have any questions, please contact, Julie Schultz amrschultz@yahoo.com  or  512-468-8934.
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National Appeal Campaign Benefits Our Chapter
National Christ Child Society (NCCS) can proudly claim 125 years of ser vice to children in need 
for love of the Christ Child. T his is the second oldest Catholic organization in the United States, 
second only to Saint V incent de Paul. Your donation to this cause benefits our local chapter by 
reducing our chapter suppor t to NCCS by the amount donated.
W hat is “chapter suppor t ”?
Each chapter supports the national off ice by contributing $20 per active member. The NCCS off ice uses the 
chapter support money to staff  the national off ice with one full-time employee and one part-time employee. 
The only benef it these employees receive is paid parking in Washington, D.C. Chapter support money is also 
used for chapter services, conferences, conventions and other types of  outreach.

How much do I need to donate to the NCCS Annual Appeal Campaign?
Members are encouraged to send at least $20. Certainly, more would help offset our chapter support for those 
members unable to contribute. We pay $20 per member for chapter support. Last year our chapter support 
bill was $840 ($20 x 42 members). Because of  the generosity of  our members, our chapter paid $0 Chapter 
Support.  We only had to pay $7.00 membership dues for each member, which was about $300.  
This year our active members number 53 resulting in chapter support of  $1,040. If  all members donate at 
least $20, the amount our chapter needs to send to national will be greatly reduced.
W hen do I need to send my contribution?  
Please send your donation by December 31, 2012.

W here do I send my contribution?
Your check or credit card information should be sent to the following address:
National Christ Child Society, Inc.
4340 East West Highway, Suite 202
Bethesda, Mar yland  20814
W hat other information should I send?
Please include your name, address, telephone number, donation amount, and our chapter name, which is 
Christ Child Society of  Texas, Capital Area, Inc.
If I have other questions, whom may I contact?
You may contact Ofelia Melendez, president of our chapter at (512) 786-4705 or send an email to 
Ofelia_melendez@yahoo.com.

CCS Looking for Prospective Members
Christ Child Society is happy to report a successful Prospective Member Gathering held 
Wednesday, September 12th. T here were 22 members and 13 guests (prospective members) 
who attended the dinner and informational meeting. Our goal this year is to increase our 
membership by ten percent or six new members. 

Prospective members will attend two orientations, one, in October, emphasizing ser vice proj-
ects and the other focusing on fundraising, in November. Please help us welcome these won-
derful women to our organization.

Also, thank you to Ardeth Hadley, V irginiaPargmann, Becky Cook, LoisFeist, and all the 
CCS members who helped make this gathering a success.

Current membership for 2012 is 53 active members and 10 contributing members.

For more information on how someone may join our chapter, please contact
Prospective Membership Chairperson, Pam F inley at pfinley2@austin.rr.com.
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2nd Annual Baby Shower
The baby shower was a huge success! We received supplies to make approximately 50 layettes 
and enough diapers to make 212 layettes. The items we received will help us to continue to 
serve God’s children in the Austin area. 

Below is a list of  the layette items, and the quantity of  each item, we received from the baby 
shower. 

DIAPERS    2547 (212 dozen) ONSIES    71
SLEEPERS   60   RECEIVING BLANKETS 104 
CAPS    57   BURP CLOTHS   4
SOCKS    257   WASH CLOTHS   2 
TOYS   59   QUILTS/BLANKETS  2
BIBS    168   HOODED TOWELS  2
WIPES    107

DONATION  $20.00
Our goal is to assemble 600 layettes each year and the items we received from the shower will 
help us reach our goal.

It would be great if  we could host a baby shower at other churches. If  you belong to a church 
other than St. William, would you consider organizing a baby shower at your church?  We have 
step-by-step instructions that are easy to follow. Additionally, you will not be doing this by 
yourself. Contact Barbara Forby @ bforby1@yahoo.com or Ofelia Melendez at Ofelia_melen-
dez@yahoo.com so we may help you with organizing a baby shower.

Craft Day Generates 
Interest for More 
Workday Sessions
 Our Craft Workday was held at 
9am Saturday, August 18th, at the 
Stitching Studio. The Stitching Stu-
dio moved to a beautiful and spa-
cious facility recently generating 
an interest to host more workdays 
there. 

 Attending the workday session prepared to make crafts were: Rachell Beltran, Becky 
Cook, Mary Beth Dennehy, Linda Foerster, Barbara Forby, Sue Greene, Ardeth Hadley, 
Ofelia Melendez, Chonita Olivas, Virginia Pargmann, Sue Ridlehuber, LaVerne Rinken 
and Rose Zavala.
Everyone rotated between three stations and worked on either necklaces, Christmas trees 
and gift tags. Becky sewed up a storm making her original “Precious Messes”, reusable 
baby wipes.
 Becky said she really enjoyed the spacious work area, getting out of the house, meet-
ing and getting to know other members on a personal level. Linda, who lives in Lago Vista, 
commented that she was glad we met at the Stitching Studio not only for the fellowship 
but because it was much closer to her house. She only had to drive half the usual distance. 
Ruth Hlas, a CCS member, donated several different items for the craft sale, which were 
on display. Many of her things were bought on the spot. 
 We are planning to have two workdays each year at the Stitching Studio, one to make 
layette items (hooded towels, burp cloths, wash mitts, receiving blankets) and the second 
to make things for next year’s craft sale. Watch the newsletter for dates and more informa-
tion. Plan to join us for a morning of fun and fellowship.

Mary Beth Dennehy, Becky Cook and Rachell Beltran use the sewing machines at Stitching Studio.
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National Christ Child Society Convention
By Pam F inley

Ofelia Melendez and I learned so much at the National Christ Child Society (NCCS) Conven-
tion in Detroit, Michigan, in September. We are pleased to announce that our chapter was one 
of five Christ Child Society (CCS) chapters recognized for increasing our membership by at 
least 10% since September 2011.  

For the winning chapters, NCCS will arrange to have a guest speaker deliver a presentation on 
the chapter ’s topic of their choice. T hanks to all of you for helping to find new members for 
our CCS chapter, which brought recognition for our membership growth.

We were able to network with other chapters and pick their brains about many topics such as 
membership recr uitment, grants, layette differences and other ser vice projects. We attended 
mini seminars involving program evaluation and grant writing and we are excited to start put-
ting this new knowledge into action. Don’t miss the October Layette Assembly and General 
Meeting as Ofelia and I are anxious to share what we learned at the convention with you.

During the convention, delegates voted on the slate of the NCCS Board of Directors. After 
Mass, at St. Aloysius Catholic Church, the installation of officers took place. Before Mass, a 
representative from each chapter carried in a layette - a gift to the Detroit chapter. T he lay-
ettes were laid at the base of the statue of our Blessed Mother, Mar y.

I have to say if you ever have the chance to attend a nationally sponsored event such as a con-
ference or convention, please take the opportunity to do so. T here is so much to learn and so 
much fellowship to enjoy with others. T he next convention will be in September 2014 in Phoe-
nix, Arizona.

Pictured above from left to r ight: Ofelia Melendez, Joan Watkins & Pam F inley



CHRIST CHILD SOCIET Y OF TEXAS
CAPITAL AREA, INC.

P.O. Box 5953
Round Rock, TX 78683

www.christchildsocietyoftexas.org

Christ Child Society of Texas
Is a chapter member of

National Christ Child Society
4340 East West Highway Suite 202

Bethesda, MD 20814
1-800-814-8129 fax: 1-301-718-8822

www.nationalchristchildsoc.org

Please direct questions, information & 
ar ticles to

Newsletter Editor, 
Rebecca Martinez

rebecca_ai@hotmail.com

Look for changes coming to the Christ 
Child Society Capital Area Website. Up-
dates and improvements are being made to 
the CCS Capital Area website to keep mem-
bership and visitors informed. We encour-
age you to use the website as another tool 
for promoting our organization and to keep 
abreast of chapter activities. 

Facebook? Be a fan of the CCS facebook 
page. T he page will contain current in-
formation on upcoming events, locations, 
dates, and times, etc. Please contact CCS 
member Valarie Melendez at val_melen-
dez@hotmail.com if you have any questions.

Any suggestions or ideas on how we can bet-
ter keep you informed? Is there information 
you would like that we’re not providing? Let 
us know. Contact the newsletter editor.
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M ISSION
Our motive and spirit is love for the Christ Child, expressed in fellowship and 
ser vice to our community ’s youth who are most in need of spiritual, physical, 
emotional or economic suppor t, regardless of race or creed.

Need an Idea? Fundraising, Programs, Layettes…
There are 5,800 other CCS volunteers, spread over 40 chapters, willing to share ideas with you.  The new National 
Christ Child website is full of ideas that were collected from chapters. Just go to www.nationalchristchild.org  and look 
around. The best stuff is in the “inside pages” which require you to log in – your user name is chapter and your pass-
word is redwagon. 

The Texas Capital Area is well represented on the website so look closely. The website includes newsletters from 
other Chapters, NCCS newsletters, information for Treasurers, fundraising, membership, layettes, bereavement, pro-
grams, spirituality and governance. The entire Operating Manual & Guidelines are available on the site. 

Soon you will be able to post a question and see if another member has the answer you need. If you have something 
to add to the site or ideas for improvements, please contact Joan Watkins at 512-591-7787. She was very involved in 
the recent update. 

Sew ing Mach i nes Donated To CCS 
Special thanks to Mr. Maurice Benites for donating these machines. 
He is the mechanic that services the sewing machines for the CCS members in Baby Stitches.  
The machines are located at Miss Mary’s Cottage. CCS members who would like to use one 
or borrow one, please contact: Julie Schultz amrschultz@yahoo.com 512-468-8934 or come 
by the cottage on Thursdays between 10am-12noon.  


