
   
     P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O R N E R

Fellow Members,

How time flies! It has been one year since the current Board of Directors (BOD) 
and I began our tenure as officers for our chapter, Christ Child Society of Texas, 
Capital Area, Inc. Many important decisions have been made and many more will 
require our attention. We come to you with a Wish List and pray that while we 
make these needs known, you will help us make these wishes come true.
•	 Wish	#1:	A	new	home.	 Three years ago, we were fortunate to call Miss Mary’s 
Cottage, a six-room medical building in Georgetown, our “home.” Gone was the day 

when fabric, hygiene items, layettes, etc., were stored in our garages and homes. However, the building 
ownership will soon change; thus, necessitating the need to look for a new CCS home. Julie	Schultz	
shared some words of wisdom told to her by	Jan	Huelskamp	on another issue. Jan advised Julie not to 
worry because “The Christ Child will provide….”  We are trying not to worry but we need your help.  If 
you know of anyone with a building that would be an answer to our prayers for a new home, please let 
me know.
•	 Wish	#2:		Grant	writer – One of the things Pam	Finley and I learned at the National Christ 
Child Society (NCCS) Convention in September is that there are many, many grants available. How-
ever, it takes time, determination, and savvy to receive assistance. It is important that we apply for grants 
so that we may expand our programs to help children. If you would like to help with this or know of 
someone who could make this wish come true, let me know.
•	 Wish	#3:		Corporate	sponsors – I heard Becky	Cook ask at an Evening for the Ladies (EFL) 
fundraising committee meeting last year ask, “How much money would we need to fund our chapter for 
a year? What if we received corporate sponsorships?” If you know of a business that we may contact to 
help us make this wish come true, would you notify a BOD member or me?

Thank you for your help and any suggestions you have to offer!

In an effort to encourage visits to the NCCS website located at www.nationalchristchild.org, a question 
is included in each newsletter.  The answer is located on the website and on page 3 of this newsletter.  
Don’t peek…look at the website first.

Question:		In	how	many	states	are	there	CCS	chapters,	according	to	NCCS	
President,	Maureen	Wesley?*		

Serving humbly as your president,

Ofelia Melendez                                 
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WEBSITE UPDATE – MAKEOVER GIVES NEW LOOK  By Julie Schultz
Our website has a new look! Please visit www.christchildsocietyoftexas.org . All our basic information – 
plus how-to’s for making many of our handmade layette items and our newsletters from the last 3 years 
are on the website. 
We are working on uploading all our old newsletters so we can look back and enjoy our newsletters - 
electronically. 
There is also a link to the National Christ Child Society website (www.nationalchristchildsoc.org ). 
Check out what NCCS and other CCS chapters around the country are doing.  
Login: chapter  Password: redwagon
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Christ Child Society now accepts PayPal!
This was inaugurated at the Evening for the Ladies 
and we will be incorporating this into fundraising,

 donations, etc. in the future.

C O T T A G E  O P E N  H O U R S

Miss Mary’s Cottage 
is	open	every	Thursday	from  

10	AM	–	NOON 

Items	 can	 be	 picked	 up	 and/or	
dropped	off	 at	 the	Cottage.	The	
address	 is	 2116	 Scenic	 Drive,	
Georgetown,	 TX	 78642.	 If	 you	
have	questions,	call	Julie	Schul-
tz	at	(512)	468-8934.

I N 	T H ESpot l igh t
By Ofelia Melendez

Becky	Cook has been the Layette Committee Chairperson for the past three years. She is an extraordinarily 
organized individual who has broken down each step/procedure to run successful layette assemblies. Under 
Becky ’s leadership, our chapter grew from assembling 150 layettes per year to 600! Becky has subcommittee 

chairs for the various steps, such as Distribution, Set-up, etc. When 
Becky is complimented on how smoothly the layette assemblies run, 
she gives full credit to the various volunteers c laiming she just steps 
back and lets them do their part in the process. As you can see, she 
is also very humble as well as being a very organized individual.

Mickey	Rowland invited Becky to share information about the 
Gabriel Project at a Christ Child Society (CCS) New Members 
Prospective Dinner. She liked the work CCS was doing and joined 
our chapter in May 2005. Becky worked for the Catholic Diocese 
of Austin in the Pro-Life office overseeing the Gabriel Project from 
2003 through 2009. Initially, Becky was asked to be the CCS Re-
cording Secretary but she said she had held that position in another 
organization for four years and was “really burned out taking notes.” 
Becky has also served on the Bereavement and Evening for the La-
dies committees and is on the Board of Directors. 

When asked to share something about herself that others in CCS 
probably do not know about her, she said, “I ’m a major math nerd. I 
received my degree in Physics. I also have one adopted child (age 5) 
and one biological child (age 1).”

Becky is most proud of creating an active layette committee which   
    has worked together to make the layette planning and the actual as-

sembly more productive and efficient. CCS members who have joined because she extended an invitation to 
them are Wendy	Bierschenk,	Patti	Goertz and Ann	Paredes. I asked Becky how she gets someone interest-
ed in joining CCS and she said, “If they have been to the EFL it ’s easy. I just invite them to the Prospective 
Member Meeting. I tell them to come and enjoy a nice free dinner and learn a little about what we do – no 
pressure to join.” (cont. on pg. 4) 

Becky	Cook	and	baby
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Mark your 

Calendar

CHRIST	CHILD	SOCIETY	
OF	TEXAS,	CAPITAL	AREA,	INC.

P.O.	BOX	5953
Round	Rock,	Texas	78683

www.christchildsocietyoftexas.org

Spiritual	Advisor
FR.	DEAN	WILHELM
St.	William	Catholic	Church

512-255-4473

President
OFELIA	MELENDEZ

512-786-4705
Ofelia_melendez@yahoo.com

Immediate	Past	Pres.	/Parliamentarian
JULIE	SCHLUTZ

512-246-8934
amrschultz@yahoo.com

President-Elect/Service
BARBARA	FORBY

barbara.j.forby@usps.gov

Vice	President/Fundraising
ROSE	ZAVALA
txmxchef@aol.com

Treasurer
SUE	RIDLEHUBER

Sue.Ridlehuber@sbcglobal.net

Recording	Secretary
JANIE	LOPEZ
jlopez724@att.net

Membership
PAM	FINLEY

pfinley2@austin.rr.com

Layette
BECKY	COOK

rebeccacook@austin.rr.com

Corresponding	Secretary
WENDY	BIERSCHENK

wenbier@hotmail.com

Hospitality
OFELIA	MELENDEZ

Ofelia_melendez@yahoo.com

Historian
JACLYN	JOHNSON	 	

jaclynejohnson@gmail.com

Newsletter/Publicity
REBECCA	MARTINEZ

Rebecca_ai@hotmail.com

2013	Calendar	of	Events
Apr	12-13th		Garage	Sale, Friday & Saturday, 7am to 1pm, Sue       
  Ridlehuber ’s house. Drop-off information for   
  items will be sent via email to CCS members
Apr	18th		 EFL	Committee	Meeting, Thursday, 7pm, 
  location: TBD
Apr	20th		 BOD	Meeting, Saturday, 9am, location: Miss   
   Mary ’s Cottage
Apr	29th Chick	Fil-A	Spirit	Night, Monday, 5pm – 8pm,  
  location: 18617 Limestone Commercial 
  Drive, Pflugerville

May	8th		 Evening	for	Ladies, Wednesday, 6pm, location: St  
  William Catholic Church
May	18th		 BOD	Meeting, Saturday, 9am, location: TBD

Jun	15th		 BOD	Meeting, Saturday, 9am, location: TBD
Jun	22nd		 Layette	Workday, Saturday, 9am – noon, location:  
  Stitching Studio, 12411 Hymeadow Dr #3C 
 
Jul	20th		 BOD	Meeting, Saturday, 9am, location: TBD

Aug	3rd		 Layette,	General	Assembly, Saturday, 9am, 
  location: TBD
Aug	17th		 Layette	Workday, Saturday, 9am – noon, at   
  Stitching Studio – as above

Sept	7th		 Layette	Workday, Saturday, 9am – noon, at   
  Stitching Studio – as above
Sept	21th		 BOD	Meeting, Saturday, 9am, location: TBD

Oct	5th		 Craft	Workday, Saturday, 9am – noon, at   
  Stitching Studio. 
Oct	26th		 Layette	Assembly	&	General	Meeting, Saturday,  
  9am, location: TBD

Nov	2nd		 St	William	Fall	Craft	Sale – Saturday, 9am   
   –4pm,  location:  St William Catholic Church
Nov	16th		 BOD	Meeting, Saturday, 9am, location: TBD

*ANSWER:		17	STATES



4

(cont. f rom IN THE SPOTLIGHT ) When asked if she would like to see anything different in CCS in the coming 
year, she replied, “This year we are planning to hold more work-
days. I think that will help current members to become more 
involved and will help to recruit others that might be interested in 
joining.”
Becky is also a member of Catholic Union of Texas (KJT) and St. 
William’s Moms Group and she added that she is more actively 
involved in CCS.
******************************************************************************
Sandra	Leal joined CCS in the fall of 2011. Virginia	Pargmann	
invited Sandra to attend a CCS meeting. She met Virginia at St. 
Helen’s Ministry Fair. Since joining CCS, Sandra says she has “…
enjoyed working at [Miss] Mary ’s Cottage on Thursdays and at-
tending the Layette Assemblies.”

Sandra	loves to knit or crochet baby Afghans and baby caps for 
our layettes. Sandra also enjoys painting in oils, acrylics and water 
colors. She is married and has two children and four grandchil-
dren. Sandra is a member of the Ladies Bible Study at St. Helen’s 
Catholic Church in Georgetown and she volunteers in the office 
at Annunciation Maternity Home in Georgetown.

Most people might not know, but Sandra retired as a Bilingual 
Elementary Teacher from Spring Independent School District 
(SISD).

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Sandra’s c losing remarks were “I have gotten to know so many 
wonderful ladies as a member of CCS. I enjoy helping mothers in need and their babies, as well as others in 

our communities, through CCS.”

Third	Annual	Baby	Shower	
Scheduled	at	St.	William	

Christ	Child	Society	is	hosting	its	3rd	Annual	Baby	
Shower	during	the	month	of	July	at	St.	William	Catho-
lic	Church	to	collect	items	for	our	layette	assemblies.	
Last	year ’s	baby	shower	was	a	huge	success	and	helped	
boost	our	supplies.The	donations	are	a	big	help	and	
reach	many	families.	
Two	playpens	will	be	placed	at	each	entr y	to	the	church.	
Paper	hearts,	with	a	layette	item	listed	on	the	back,	are	
scattered	in	each	playpen.	As	in	the	past,	parishioners	
are	asked	to	take	a	heart,	purchase	the	item	listed,	re-

turn	the	item	with	the	heart,	and	place	their	donation	in	one	of	the	playpens	before	or	after	
Mass.	
We	need	volunteers	to	help	collect	the	baby	items	after	each	Mass	beginning	with	the	Satur-
day,	June	29th	5pm	mass.	

Barbara	Forby	will	send	an	email	asking	for	volunteers	to	sign	up	on	signupgenius.com.
Interested	members	may	also	contact	Barbara	at	bforby1@yahoo.com	or	call	her	at	(512)	773-
8749.

Sandra	Leal
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Bereavement Sets Help with the Healing Process
The John Paul II Life Center in Austin is one of the recipients 
of Christ Child Society’s Bereavement Sets. The Center serves 
women who have experienced infertility or mothers who are in 
crisis pregnancies.

Layette Chairperson, Becky Cook  stated, “Dr. Kalamarides 
has an incredible track record of helping ladies with infertility 
to conceive naturally. Unfortunately, sometimes a miscarriage 
does occur. Infertility is devastating enough, but add on the 
excitement of finally getting pregnant, only to later lose the 
baby. It is very sad. His staff has told me that it is very healing 
for the patient to receive our bereavement set after this hap-
pens. The John Paul II Life Center is very grateful for these 

bereavement sets to present to their mothers in need.”

In addition to the John Paul II Life Center, the Bereavement Committee is currently providing 
these sets to two local hospitals, maternity homes, and for members to give to mothers they know 
who have suffered the loss of their child.

As this ministry is growing, I would like to invite more members to join us in making these sets. 
If you have a talent for sewing, crocheting, knitting or embroidering, we need your help. Knowing 
how much the bereavement sets are appreciated by these young mothers, gives all of us a warm 
feeling while making them.

God bless all of you for caring for His little ones.
Lois Feist

Sew	Much	Fun
By	Linda	Foerster	

So	Much	Fun!	That	what ’s	happening	with	the	Lago	Vista	sewing	group	comprised	of	women	from	
St.	Mary ’s	Catholic	Church.	We	decided	our	name	will	be	Sew	Much	Fun!	Besides	having	“so”	much	
fun,	we	are	busy	sewing	items	used	in	the	Christ	Child	Society	(CCS)	layettes	such	as	rag	quilts,	burp	
cloths,	receiving	blankets,	and	hoods	for	the	baby	bath	towels.

Since	we	live	in	the	Lago	Vista	area,	we	cannot	attend	all	CCS	functions.	We	wanted	something	to	
keep	us	busy	yet	working	and	helping	to	meet	the	goals	and	needs	of	CCS.	That	is	when	we	decided	to	
create	a	sewing	group	on	the	west	side	of	Austin.

Four	of	us	attended	the	Founder ’s	Day	Mass	at	St.	William’s	Catholic	Church	in	February.	It	was	a	
lovely	event	and	we	enjoyed	the	delicious	meal	after	Mass.	

An	idea	to	share:	 	
At	the	Founder ’s	Day	dinner,	we	chit-chatted	with	other	members	and	shared	our	plans	to	participate	
in	a	trunk/garage	sale	scheduled	to	be	held	in	St.	Mary ’s	parking	lot.	 	

This	is	our	first	endeavor	and	it	is	an	interesting	concept.	Each	participant	will	rent	two	parking	
spaces	from	the	Women’s	Club.	Vendors	drive	their	own	vehicle,	open	their	trunk	or	tailgate	and	set-
up.	We	will	have	a	nonprofit	organization	pick	up	any	unsold	items	if	the	vendors	do	not	want	to	take	
them	home	after	the	garage	sale.	Hopefully,	we’ ll	increase	our	funds	for	the	women’s	club	in	a	keep	it	
simple	sweetie	style.	It ’s	an	easy	way	to	have	a	garage	sale.	We	are	the	guinea	pigs.	If	the	concept	is	
successful,	perhaps	it	would	be	something	CCS	would	want	to	tr y.	
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * Membership Scholarships Assist with Chapter Dues* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
This year members generously donated funds to begin a scholarship fund to assist members 
who are unable to pay chapter dues. Thus far, one member has been granted a scholarship in 
2013.

Our chapter bylaws require all active members to volunteer a minimum of 30 hours per year. 
Recipients of scholarships are required to volunteer an additional 15 hours of service per 
year. 

We do not want anyone to be prevented from renewing their chapter dues due to a financial 
need. That is why the scholarship fund was established. If you need assistance, please feel 
free to contact Ofelia Melendez, Sue Ridlehuber or me. This information will be kept in the 
strictest confidence.

Pam Finley
Pfinley2@austin.rr.com or (512) 246-8262

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Winter	Layette	Assembly 
BIDS	A	FOND	FAREWELL	TO	SHRINK	WRAPPING

By Becky Cook
Thank you for attending our Layette and General Assembly Meeting 
at St. Helen’s Catholic Church, in Georgetown, on Saturday, Febru-
ary 2nd, at 9 AM. We assembled 130 layettes!
The next layette assembly will be held on August 3, 2013 - location 
TBA. Christ Child Society will begin assembling layettes into blue 
diaper bags that have the CCS logo on the front pocket.
Right now, the Layette Committee is in need of a volunteer to co-
ordinate the distribution of the layettes. This person would be re-
sponsible for emailing or calling the recipients to inform them of the 
assemblies, take their requests for layettes and distribute their layettes 
to them at the assembly. 
If you are interested in this role or interested in helping in other ways, 
please contact Becky Cook at rebeccacook@austin.rr.com. We always 
need more volunteers!

The layette committee is in need of the following in-kind donations to fulfill our goal for the August 
layette: bibs, sleepers, caps, diapers, and travel-size wipes
Thank You, John and Diana Pier!
CCS would like to take this opportunity to extend a VERY BIG THANK YOU to John and Diana 
Pier for coordinating the shrink wrap stations for our layette assemblies for many years. John and    
Diana have not only brought their shrink wrap machines and donated the shrink wrap materials to 
CCS over the years, they have worked tirelessly finishing up the shrink wrapping while the rest of us 
are enjoying the refreshments! Thank you to everyone who has helped with the shrink wrap stations 
over the years.
We hope John and Diana will welcome the break from working hard at the shrink wrap stations and 
will enjoy assembling the layettes into the diaper bags.
Thank you for all your hard work, John and Diana!  

FOR THE NEXT
LAYETTE 
ASSEMBLIES 
WE NEED IN-KIND 
DONATIONS OF: 

Bibs

Sleepers

Caps

Diapers

Travel Size Packages     
of Wipes



7

************** Make Your Own Vanilla! ***************
Mother’s Day is almost here! Are you looking for a unique gift? Christ Child Society 
has the answer! 

Give the gift that is useful and will last for 20 years – a vanilla bean in a bottle for 
only $15. All you have to do is split the vanilla bean and fill the bottle with vodka, 
rum or brandy. Store it in a cool, dark cabinet for three months and your vanilla is 
ready. As you use the vanilla, continue to add alcohol to the bottle. To purchase one, 
call Ardeth Hadley at 733-0936 or email at lahad38@gmail.com . 

 CCS	Members	“Raise	Some	Dough/$$$”	
	 Christ	Child	Society ’s	2nd	annual	Little	Caesar ’s	Pizza	Fundraiser	was	a	big	success!	The	
orders	 were	 distributed	 February	 2nd	 at	 the	 Layette	 Assembly.	 Our	 chapter	 sold	 a	 total	 of	
120	kits	and	made	$5.00	 for	each	kit	 sold.	Twenty-two	members	participated	 in	 the	 sale	and	
earned	$600.	In	addition,	we	received	a	$100	donation	bringing	the	total	profit	to	$700.	The	
top	four	sellers	were	Ardeth Hadley, Barbara Forby, Ofelia Melendez and Jan Broxterman;	they	
sold	80	kits.	
A	big	 thank	you	to	Virginia Pargmann  for	arranging,	with	St.	Helen’s	Church,	 for	 the	use	of	
their	 refrigerator,	and	helping	 to	check	and	organize	 the	order	 for	distribution	 to	members.	
Thanks	to	all	the	members	who	sold	pizzas.
       

 Christ Child Society members are the most generous and dedicated ladies that I know. Since I became 
Treasurer of our chapter in May, 2012, I have been amazed at the unceasing generosity of our members. I 
have seen an apparently endless list of women step forward when their help is needed; with monetary help, 
as well as continuous gifts of their valuable time. But we can’t all write large checks or spend hundreds of 
hours a year working for the good of our organization, can we? 

At the Layette Assembly held on February 2, 2013, one of our numbers came to me with a small can and said, 
“I have my money to turn in.” I was bewildered at first, as this wasn’t something I was familiar with, but I 
soon got an explanation. It seems that shortly after our chapter was started, CCS members were given small 
cans with the Christ Child logo on the side and a slit in the top for coins. This faithful member had been 
saving the change from her purse and wanted to turn it in. I put the coins in my bag and today I counted 
it…there was $7.62 in quarters, dimes, nickels and pennies - A seemingly small 
contribution, right?  

So, I did a little research and discovered that $7.62 will purchase seven bibs, caps 
or booties, fif teen burp cloths, five 12-packs of diapers, four onesies, one quilt, 
four receiving blankets, two sleepers, five packages of wipes, OR ten toy ducks! 
In addition, $7.62 provides enough funds to purchase 25 of the small medals that 
we attach to the prayer cards or it will cover the cost of printing 38 the prayer 
cards!

Remember, each and every donation received by Christ Child Society is impor-
tant and makes a difference in the life of a child. Thank you for your continuing 
support!

 Small Contributions Add Up!   By Sue Rid lehuber
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Hawa i i a n  Luau
 

IS	THE	THEME	FOR	FUNDRAISER	
By	Rose	Zavala 

Evening	for	the	Ladies	(EFL)	is	Christ	Child	Society ’s	
(CCS)	biggest	fundraiser	and	is	less	than	one	month	

away.	The	theme	this	year	is	a	Hawaiian	Luau.	Get	
out	your	grass	skirts,	leis	and	muu	muus.	Let ’s	spend	a	
night	in	Paradise	on	Wednesday,	May	8th	at	6pm	at	St.	

William’s	Parish	Hall.	

Mike and Patti Goertz will	cook	the	meal	for	the	3rd	
year.	The	menu	is	pork	loin,	hash	brown	casserole,	

mixed	green	salad,	rolls	and	fruit	cup.	You	will	be	in	
for	a	scrumptiously	delicious	and	mouth-watering	
meal.	There	will	be	wine	and	a	margarita	machine	

for	specialty	beverages.	Anne Paredes, Sarah Brunet ’s 
sister,	has	designed	a	Hawaiian	scene	with	cutouts.	

People	can	stick	their	face	through	the	cutout	to	have	
their	picture	taken	for	$5.

Humorist,	Mar y Maxwell 	was	the	first	EFL	speaker.	
Mary	is	returning	this	year	by	popular	demand.	Get	

ready	to	laugh	until	your	side	hurts.	

Tickets	are	$20	and	may	be	purchased	by	calling	Wendy Bierschenck at	(512)	775-9744.	The	top	
salesperson	will	receive	a	gift	card	from	Hula	Hut	Restaurant	in	Austin.

Terr y Meyers, 	Manager	of	Kaleidoscope	Toys,	will	be	the	Emcee.	Music	will	be	provided	by	Gina 
Bustos and James McKaskle. 	We	will	also	have	jazz	bands	from	two	Georgetown	high	schools.

Janie Castillo 	has	designed	a	beautiful	Hawaiian	hand-quilted	wall	hanging/lap	blanket	for	the	
raffle.	Come	early	and	get	your	tickets	($3.00/ticket	or	2/$5.00)

If	you	cannot	attend,	you	can	adopt	a	basket	for	the	silent	auction.	Your	family,	fr iends,	neigh-
bors,	business	associates	or	co-workers	can	still 	make	a	cash	donation	or	donate	silent	auction	

items.	Please	help	us	reach	our	goal	of	$20,000	so	we	can	continue	to	succeed	in	providing	help	
for	children…one	child	at	a	time.

The New Group in Town
By Chonita Olivas

Every Friday morning, from 9am to 11am, a small group of ladies meets at Miss Mary’s Cottage to learn how to 
knit, crochet or loom knit. Others come to knit, crochet or loom knit with us. You want to learn too? Join us and soon 
you will be making blankets, caps and other items. You want to share your techniques, patterns, etc., with friends? 
Join us. We welcome you with yarn, needles and hooks!

For more information, please contact me at Chonita.olivas@gmail.com 
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Snapshot	View	of	CCS	Experience	and	Longevity	
Christ	Child	Society,	Capital	Area	Chapter	(CCS),	celebrated	its	10th	anniversary	in	2012.	We	
received	our	charter	at	the	2002	National	Convention.	Our	chapter	is	blessed	to	have	a	wealth	
of	CCS	experience	and	 longevity	represented	by	charter	members	such	as	Lisa	Aronson,	Sue	
Greene,	Jan	Huelskamp,	LaVerne	Rinken,	Lorraine	Schuckman	and	Mary	Urbanowski.

D i d  y o u  k n o w ?

Jan Huelskamp 	has	been	a	member	of	Christ	Child	Society	for	38	years.	She	joined	the	Dayton	
Ohio	Chapter	 in	 1975	 and	 remains	 a	member	 of	 that	 chapter.	 Jan	was	President	 from	 1986-
1987	when	the	chapter	celebrated	its	75th	anniversary.	She	moved	to	Texas	in	2001	and,	along	
with	Mar y Urbanowski,	helped	with	the	formation	of	our	chapter.	

Mar y Urbanowski 	 joined	 CCS	 27	 years	 ago.	 Mary	 joined	 the	 Western	 Reserve	 Chapter	 in	
Painesville,	Ohio,	 in	 1985	 as	 a	 Provisional	Member	 and	 became	 an	Active	member	 the	 fol-
lowing	year.	She	was	President	from	1998-1999,	held	other	offices,	as	well	as	serving	on	many	
committees.	Mary	moved	to	Austin	in	2002	and	was	asked	by	the	National	CCS	Office	to	as-
sist	in	the	formation	of	our	chapter.	 	

Joan Watkins 	has	been	a	member	of	CCS	for	19	years.	She	joined	the	Detroit	Chapter	in	1994	
and	is	a	Life	Member.	Joan	served	as	Treasurer	and	was	on	the	Finance	Committee.	She	moved	
to	Austin	and	 joined	our	chapter	 in	2010.	In	 the	same	year,	 Joan	was	elected	 to	 the	National	
Christ	Child	 Society	 (NCCS)	Board	where	 she	 has	worked	 on	 the	NCCS	website,	 ser ved	 as	
Treasurer,	is	on	the	National	F inance	Committee,	and	is	helping	to	set	up	a	database	to	keep	
track	of	members	and	donations.

The	following	ladies	have	been	members	for	5	–	10	years:	 	Linda Allen, Becky Cook, Lois Feist, 
Maxene Felux, Pam Finley, Ardeth Hadley, Trudy Jenkins, Renee Mabr y, Ofelia Melendez, Val-
erie Melendez, Iris Miller, Joan Paduano, Virginia Pargmann, Diana Pier and Charlotte Wynn.

 Wendy Bierschenk, Janie Castillo, Barbara Forby and	Julie Schultz 	are	celebrating	their	5th	an-
niversary	this	year.

Ruffle Scarves
By	Chonita	Olivas

Last	year,	we	had	great	success	with	the	knitted	ruffle	scarves.	During	the	last	layette	as-
sembly,	a	few	of	you	asked	if	I	would	knit	more.	I	will,	if 	you	buy	the	yarn	and	give	it	to	me	to	
knit.	The	reason	why	I’m	asking	that	you	buy	the	yarn	is	that	these	skeins	seem	to	disappear	
from	the	stores	very	quickly.	I	don’t	want	you	to	request	a	color	and	I	can’t	find	it.	Also,	the	
price	for	each	scarf	is	now	$20.	 	
I	usually	buy	the	skeins	at	JoAnn	(the	one	on	Mopac	has	a	better	selection	than	the	one	near	
the	Outlets).	I	also	saw	them	at	Wal-Mart	and	Michaels.
If	you	see	other	items/patterns	that	you	would	like	me	to	knit	and/or	crochet,	please	let	me	
know	and	we	can	make	arrangements	for	the	price.	 	
    
All	proceeds	from	these	knitted	and	crocheted	items	will	go	to	CCS	(craft	fair	committee).
If	you	have	any	questions,	please	contact	me	at	Chonita.olivas@gmail.com
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Gabriel Project Life Center Tour
            By Jaclyn Johnson

Christ Child Society (CCS) members visited the new Gabriel Project Life Center located at 1625 
Rutherford Lane, Building A in Austin on January 19th. Director of  Social Service, Allison 
Skinner explained the different services Gabriel Project provides to expectant mothers and 
fathers as she took us on a tour of  their beautiful new facility. 

Our visit was informative and so encouraging. For me, personally, it was even more uplifting 
because I worked there in 2006 when it was on 26th St. before they moved to the location at 6th 
and Chicon St. When I worked there, it was a pleasure to give the CCS layettes to moms in need 
and see their faces light up when they received the layettes that included adorable little onesies 
and colorful handmade blankets.

Five years later when I joined Christ Child Society, having the opportunity to help make those 
gifts meant a lot to me. When we visited the Gabriel Project Life Center, I could see they are 
still putting our layettes to good use!

The Gabriel Project offers free self-administered pregnancy tests and gives diapers and baby 
clothes to any client who comes in needing help. In addition, they provide parenting and preg-
nancy classes. 

Thanks to their partnership with the Texas Pregnancy Care Network, a government organiza-
tion that reimburses for services at abortion alternative providers, Gabriel Project is also able 
to provide new baby furniture including strollers, mattresses, and pack ‘n plays. This beautiful 
ministry now has the facilities it needs to serve their clients and work together with Catholic 
Charities in ways that were never before possible. There was a shelf  full of  layettes ready to go 
to clients thanks to the work of  all of  us!

Thirteen members and one guest toured the new facility and enjoyed coffee and donuts. A fun 
time was had by all. Everyone knows that wonderful fellowship is a perk to the humble services 
CCS provides.

The	14	members	stop	to	pose	in	the	supply	room	which	holds	so	many	gifts	for	future	moms	and	their	babies.	Pictured	from	left	to	r ight:	 	
Janie	Lopez,	Virginia	Pargmann,	Becky	Cook,	Pam	Finley,	Julie	Schultz,	Barbara	Forby,	Wendy	Bierschenk,	Janie	Castillo,	Teresa	Micek,	
Cuca	Zamarripa,	Ardeth	Hadley,	Rose	Zavala.	 	Kneeling	are	Ofelia	Melendez	and	Jaclyn	Johnson.
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CCS Inducts New Members in 2013
Christ Child Society is excited to report that we inducted 7 new members on Febr uar y 28th. 
W ith these new members added in 2013, our chapter has reached the goal this year to increase 
our membership by ten percent or six new members. Please help us welcome them to our orga-
nization.  T he new members are  Teresa Carreon, Carolyn Egan, Angie De La Rosa, Anne Paredes, 
Jane Russell, Mae Sukup and Bernadette Vance.
As of Febr uar y 28th, we now have 48 active and 13 contributing members. We also have a pro-
spective member for the next membership drive in the Fall. God has tr uly blessed our chapter 
this year.
Reminder:  please keep track of your hours as this helps us when we apply for grants. You may 
email them to me each quar ter or turn them in at any event you attend. If you email them to 
me before the next assembly in August, you will be entered into the door prize drawing for that 
day.
T hank you for all that each one of you does for Christ Child Society and His little children.
Pam F inley, Membership Chair
pfinley2@austin.rr.com
(512) 246-8262

Great	Attendance	Reported	at	Founder ’s	Day	Mass	and	Dinner  

By	Julie	Schultz

We	had	a	wonderful	turnout	for	our	Founder ’s	Day	Mass	and	Dinner.	Father Dean Wilhelm 	cel-
ebrated	Mass	in	the	Sacred	Heart	Chapel	on	the	St.	William	campus	for	us	on	February	28th.	
Special	thanks	to	Erin Dennehy (Mar y Beth Dennehy’s daughter)	for	 	being	our	liturgist.	

We	welcomed	seven	new	members:	 	Teresa Carreon, Carolyn Egan, Anne Paredes, Angie de la Rosa, 
Jane Russell, Mae Sukup, and Bernadette Vance.  

After	mass,	we	enjoyed	a	delicious	meal	at	the	new	Nopalitos	Cantina	and	Café	in	Round	Rock.	
Mr. Alfredo Padilla,	the	owner	and	a	St.	William	parishoner,	was	most	gracious	in	accommodat-
ing	our	large	group.	

Thank	you,	Deacon Concho Castillo,	for	offering	a	wonderful	blessing	before	the	meal.	Sixty-
one	members	and	guests	dined	on	fajitas	and	all	the	fixings.	It	was	a	great	time	to	visit	with	our	
members	and	their	families.

left	to	r ight:	 	Bernadette	Vance,	Jane	Russell,	Carolyn	Egan,	Father	Dean	Wilhelm,	Angie	DeLaRosa,	and	Teresa	
Carreon.	 	Not	present:	 	Mae	Sukup	and	Anne	Paredes.
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NEW Recognition Award Certif icates
Inspire	Members	to	Record	Hours

	 “Have	you	turned	in	your	hours?”	This	is	a	question	we’ve	all	heard	many	times	
and	we	procrastinate	when	they	are	due.
In	an	effort	to	encourage	members	to	record	and	report	hours	in	a	timely	manner,	a	
recognition	program	was	started	this	year.	Immediate	past-president,	Julie Schultz,	and	
current	president,	Ofelia Melendez,	presented	the	certificates	at	the	February	Layette	
Assembly	and	General	Meeting	to	active	members	who	turned	in	their	2012	volunteer	
hours.	As	per	our	chapter	bylaws,	all	active	members	are	required	to	volunteer	a	mini-
mum	of	30	hours	per	year	and	are	to	turn	in	volunteer	hours	by	December	31st.	 	

	 The	award	levels	and	recognition	ceremony	was	the	brain-child	of	former	Mem-
bership	Chair,	Ardeth Hadley.	Ardeth	worked	closely	with	current	Membership	Chair,	
Pam Finley, and Ofelia 	to	keep	this	recognition	program	“top	secret ”	from	members	
until	the	actual	ceremony.	 	
Comments	heard	after	the	ceremony	ranged	from	“Gosh,	I	wish	I	would	have	known	
y ’all	were	going	to	do	this	because	I	would	have	turned	in	my	hours.”	to	“Now	that	I	
know	you’re	going	to	be	handing	out	certificates,	I ’m	going	to	write	all	my	hours	on	a	
calendar.”	 	
Pam	will	send	quarterly	reminders,	via	e-mails,	to	all	members	to	record	volunteer	
hours.	Members	may	either	submit	hours	to	Pam	on	a	quarterly	basis	or	they	may	wait	
until	the	end	of	the	year.	 	

    The	following	criteria	determined	award	levels:
  
 AWARD		 	 	 	 REQUIRED	HOURS	 #	OF 	RECIPIENTS
	 Bronze	 	 	 	 	 30-50	hours	 	 	 3	members
	 Silver	 	 	 	 	 51-100	hours	 	 	 10	members
	 Gold		 	 	 	 	 101-250	hours	 	 	 7	members
	 Platinum	 	 	 	 	 251-400	hours	 	 	 3	members
	 Ruby		 	 	 	 	 401-550	hours	 	 	 2	members
	 Emerald	 	 	 	 	 551-700	hours	 	 	 1	member
	 Diamond	 	 	 	 	 701-850	hours	 	 	 1	member
	 Mary	Virginia	Merrick	 	 851-1000	hours		 	 none
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BronzeThank you to Susan Longley for pictures of  award receipients.
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Kolache	Bake	Sale	Benefits	Three	Groups
By	Ofelia	Melendez
On	Saturday,	March	16,	2013,	a	few	CCS	members	saw	Virginia Pargmann 	and	the	Kolache	baking	group	
at	St.	Helen’s	Catholic	Church	in	Georgetown	in	action.	 	Their	goal	was	to	bake	over	4,000	fruit-filled	
kolaches	with	proceeds	benefitting	CCS,	Pro-Life,	and	meals	on	Wheels.	 	Each	recipient	will	receive	$900	
from	the	bake	sale.
Over	the	years,	Virginia	has	donated	thousands	of	
dollars	to	CCS	with	these	delicious-tasting	Czech	
baked	pastries.	 	Barbara Forby, Rose Zavala,	and	I 
showed	up	to	help	and	learn	how	to	make	and	bake	
kolaches.	 	There	is	an	art	to	making	kolaches,	which	
these	women	learned,	from	their	mothers	and	grand-
mothers.	 	
The	baking	group	worked	from	5am	until	6:30pm	fill-
ing	orders	for	customers	who	are	told	the	kolaches	
freeze	well.	 	Let	me	tell	you,	the	two	dozen	I	brought	
home	never	made	it	to	the	freezer	because	my	family	
enjoyed	them.	 	
Thank	you,	Virginia 	for	all	your	work	and	contribu-
tions	to	CCS.

The	Bag	Ladies   By	Chonita	Olivas

What ’s	in	a	name?	Well,	a	lot!

We	 are	 a	 group	of	 ladies	 that	meet	 every	Thursday	 (ok,	most	Thursdays)	 at	Miss	Mary ’s	Cottage	 to	 take	 care	
of	 the	bags.	We	call	ourselves	 the	Bag	Ladies.	What?	 	The	Bag	Ladies?	 	Yes,	 the	Bag	Ladies.	But	why?	Let	me	
explain.	

Everything	 that	 comes	 into	 the	 Cottage	 comes	 in	 a	
bag:		Wal-Mart	bag,	Target	bag,	Kohl’s	bag,	Marshall ’s	
bag,	 Carter ’s	 bag,	HEB	 bag,	 Randall ’s	 bag,	 Ross	 bag,	
etc.	Everything	that	leaves	the	Cottage	leaves	in	a	bag:		
diaper	bag,	hygiene	bag,	hat	and	gloves	bag,	etc.	If	you	
pick	up	supplies,	they	are	in	recycled	bags.

Below	you	will	find	two	of	our	regular	Bag	Ladies:		Julie 
Schultz and Sue Ridlehuber.	They	are	 sorting	 the	good	
bags	 (no	 Wal-Mart	 bags	 for	 Julie	 –	 they	 don’t	 stand	
up	 to	 her	 standards)	 from	 the	 bad	 ones	 (ripped	 paper	
bags	 with	 holes	 go	 to	 Sue’s	 house	 to	 be	 recycled).	 As	
you	can	see,	we	have	a	 lot	of	bags:	 	plastic	bags,	paper	

bags,	 fabric	 bags,	
recycled	 bags,	
small	 bags,	 big	
bags,	 white	 bags,	
brown	bags,	etc.

The	 other	 bag	
ladies	 are:	 Lois 
Feist, Ardeth 
Hadley, Sandra 
Leal, Janie Lopez, 
Chonita Olivas, 
Joan Paduano, 
Rose Zavala.

Spirit Night at Chick-fil-A!

Fundraiser for Christ Child Society
Organization

Date Time
Monday, April 29, 2013 5:00 - 8:00 PM

© 2011 CFA Properties, Inc. Chick-fil-A Stylized® and the Chick-fil-A Cows® are registered trademarks of CFA Properties, Inc.

(512) 251-4422 • www.chick-fil-a.com/pflugerville
Pflugerville

Taking	a	picture	break	from	making	kolaches	are	(left	to	r ight)	Barbara	
Forby,	Virginia	Pargmann,	Rose	Zavala	and	Ofelia	Melendez.
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Thank You Donors 
                 F O R 	 Y O U R 	 S U P P O R T !	

Christ	Child	Society,	Capital	Area	Chapter,	receives	many	In-kind	and	mon-
etary	donations	throughout	the	year.	In	addition,	members	donate	30	service	
hours	each	year	–	a	“precious	gift	of	time	and	love.”	Without	any	one	of	these	
generous	donations,	our	chapter	would	not	be	able	to	serve	as	many	of	God’s	
children	as	we	do.	A	huge	thank	you	to	all	and	may	God	richly	bless	each	and	
every	one	of	you!

IN-KIND	DONATIONS:
 Lynn & Pat Cochran (XYZ Travel Club)
 Linus Connection
 Jill  Willis
 Mar y Hyman
 Ollie Millozi
 Jackie Moyer
 Renaissance Knitting Club
 
CCS	MEMBERS:	
 Ardeth Hadley, Mar y Hyman, Sandra Leal, Joan Paduano, 
 Sue Ridlehuber, Louise Valero
 
MONETARY	DONATIONS:
 Linda Allen   (In Honor of  new grandbaby)
 Susan Tindall 
CCS	MEMBERS: Trudy (& Tom) Jenkins, Julie Schultz, 
 Rose Zavala 
 
This	is	a	new	column	and	it	will	appear	in	future	issues	of	the	newsletter.	This	
article	covers	January	and	February	2013	donations.	Future	issues	will	include	
the	previous	three	months.

If	you	made	a	donation	which	was	not	listed,	we	apologize	for	the	omission.	
Please	send	an	email	to	Wendy	Bierschenk	at	wenbier@hotmail.com	to	let	us	
know	so	it	can	be	included	in	the	subsequent	issue.	We	would	like	to	thank	ev-
eryone	publicly.	



CHRIST	CHILD	SOCIETY	OF	TEXAS
CAPITAL	AREA,	INC.

P.O.	Box	5953
Round	Rock,	TX	78683

www.christchildsocietyoftexas.org

Christ	Child	Society	of	Texas
Is	a	chapter	member	of

National	Christ	Child	Society
4340	East	West	Highway	Suite	202

Bethesda,	MD	20814
1-800-814-8129	fax:	1-301-718-8822

www.nationalchristchildsoc.org

Please	 direct	 questions,	 information	 &	
articles	to

Newsletter	Editor,	
Rebecca	Martinez

rebecca_ai@hotmail.com

Facebook?	 Be	 a	 fan	 of	
the	 CCS	 facebook	 page.	
The	 page	 will	 contain	
current	 information	 on	
upcoming	 events,	 loca-
tions,	 dates,	 and	 times,	
etc.	 Please	 contact	 CCS	
member	 Valerie	 Melen-

dez	 at	 val_melendez@hotmail.com	 if	 you	
have	any	questions.

Any	suggestions	or	ideas	on	how	we	can	bet-
ter	keep	you	informed?	Is	there	information	
you	would	like	that	we’re	not	providing?	Let	
us	know.	Contact	the	newsletter	editor.
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M ISSION
Our	motive	 and	 spirit	 is	 love	 for	 the	Christ	Child,	 expressed	 in	 fellowship	 and	
service	 to	 our	 community ’s	 youth	 who	 are	 most	 in	 need	 of	 spiritual,	 physical,	
emotional	or	economic	support,	regardless	of	race	or	creed.

One	Person’s	Junk	is	Another	Person’s	Treasures
By	Rose	Zavala

Do	you	have	any	unwanted	items	that	may	become	someone	else’s	treasures?
Do	you	have	any	items	you	are	ready	to	dispose	of	and	let	them	become	some-
one	else’s	 treasures?	 	 If	you	answered	yes	 to	either	of	 these	questions,	you	are	
in	luck.
The	Christ	Child	Society	(CCS)	Garage	Sale	 is	Friday,	April	12th	and	Satur-
day,	April	13th	from	7am	to	noon	on	both	days.
 
Large	and	small	bags	can	be	purchased	for	$5	and	$10.	Put	as	much	in	the	bag	
as	you	can	and	you	only	pay	$5	or	$10.	What	a	bargain!	

If	 you	have	 items	 for	 the	 sale,	 you	 can	bring	 them	 to	Sue	Ridlehuber ’s	 house	
on	Tuesday	 afternoon,	 April	 9th.	 Sue’s	 address	 is	 603	 East	 Logan	 (off	 Mays	
Street)	in	Round	Rock.
 
Volunteers	are	needed	to	help	set	up	on	Thursday	and	to	help	with	the	sale	on	
Friday	and	Saturday.	Please	plan	to	participate	in	some	manner.

Big	hugs	and	thanks	to	ya’ ll 	for	the	successes	we	have.	 	If	you	have	any	questions,	please	send	me	an	
email	at	txmxchef@aol.com.


