
   
     P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O R N E R

Fellow CCS Members,
To quote Father Uche Andeh, Associate pastor at St. William Catholic Church, “God 
is good” to which parishioners respond, “All the time.” Father Uche continues, “All the 
time” and parishioners respond, “God is good.”
I’ve heard similar sentiments expressed throughout our chapter regarding blessings we 
have received. God has blessed our chapter with so many talented, dedicated and giv-
ing members. Half of 2013 has already flown by us like the wind. Yet, we have many 
members who have already exceeded the required 30 volunteer hours for the year. I 
would like to thank each and every member who help carry out the mission of CCS by 

helping at layette assemblies, sewing, assembling hygiene packets, distributing hats and gloves to schools, 
participating in fundraising activities and so many other things.  
Treasurer, Sue Ridlehuber commented recently, “What a difference one year makes.” A year ago, our 
bank account was a little anemic. We received a boost when Sue Greene and her husband shared an 
unexpected windfall with us that helped to pay for two insurance policies. Rose Zavala and her husband 
paid for a much-needed industrial sewing machine for our sewing group, Baby Stitches, and donated 
seed money to begin a scholarship fund for members. Other members soon contributed money to the 
scholarship fund.
Sarah Brunet’s public relations savvy resulted in donations of fabric, yarn and other sewing notions from 
throughout the Austin, Round Rock and Georgetown areas. I am no longer surprised to receive a tele-
phone call from a parishioner in South Austin who wishes to donate to our chapter.
What a blessing the “cottage bag ladies” are to our chapter! Please read Julie Schultz’s article in this 
newsletter. NCCS Treasurer, Joan Watkins, who is also a member of our chapter, recently told us that her 
daughter, Beth, looks forward to Thursdays so she can work at the cottage.  
Rebecca (Becca) Martinez and Ardeth Hadley do an excellent job in producing a top notch newsletter. 
We receive many compliments on The Layette.
It warms my heart to hear the friendships that have developed at the sewing sessions held on Wednesday 
mornings at Janie Castillo’s house. The Bereavement committee led by the soon- to-retire, Lois Feist, 
sews the “Angel” gowns with such love, care and pride.
Julie Schultz does an outstanding job heading the hygiene program for five elementary schools and for 
the middle and high school homeless students.
Each year our largest fundraiser, Evening for the Ladies (EFL), is enjoyed by many. This year, we had a 
sold-out event as word-of-mouth spread throughout the area. We heard of ladies from Killeen, TX, who 
look forward to our event because they have so much fun. They rent a hotel room so they don’t have to 
drive back at night. Rose Zavala and Wendy Bierschenk did an OUTSTANDING job coordinating 
this event. Please read Wendy and Rose’s article recapping EFL. 
Becky Cook, Layette chairperson, organizes each task in the layette assembly. The energy level at the 
assemblies is contagious, which explains why we always finish so quickly. On average we assemble 600 
layettes per year. 
In an effort to encourage visits to our chapter’s website located at http://www.christchildsocietyoftexas.
org/, please visit the website to find the answer to the following question. The answer is located on the 
website and on page 5 of this newsletter. Remember…don’t look at the answer until you’ve gone to the 
website.
  Question:  Which service projects are listed for our chapter?

Serving humbly as your president,

Ofelia Melendez                                 1
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Christ Child Society now accepts PayPal!
This was inaugurated at the Evening for the Ladies 
and we will be incorporating this into fundraising,

 donations, etc. in the future.

C O T T A G E  O P E N  H O U R S

Miss Mary’s Cottage 
is open ever y T hursday from  

10 AM – NOON 

Items can be picked up and/or 
dropped off at the Cottage. T he 
address is 2116 Scenic Drive, 
Georgetown, TX 78642. If you 
have questions, call Julie Schul-
tz at (512) 468-8934.

I N  T H ESpot l igh t
By Ofelia Melendez
O lga Castillo joined CCS in April 2010. Olga and I worked together at the Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral (OIG) for several years. During each morning and afternoon break, we walked a mile for exercise. This 
gave me time to share CCS goals and activities. Olga decided to check out CCS and attended a Layette as-
sembly. She was hooked and joined CCS.

When Olga retired from OIG, she became an active member of the 
sewing group, “Baby Stitches.” On Wednesday mornings, several 
CCS members meet at Janie Castillo ’s house to work on various 
sewing projects from hooded bath towels, rag quilts, burp cloths to 
diaper bags. The funny thing about Olga joining this “fun group of 
ladies” is that Olga initially did not sew. There are plenty of activi-
ties for “non-sewers” such as ironing, cutting, etc. Olga has added 
“sewing” to her talents, because she has started  to sew several baby 
items. She especially enjoys getting together with “good friends.”  
Olga said she is most proud of “Learning to sew baby items, putting 
them together in the layettes and having the great feeling that a 
baby in need is going to use them”
Olga has also helped on the following committees: Layette, Books 
and English Enrichment Program (BEEP), Crafts, and Evening for 
the Ladies (EFL), CCS’s largest fundraising activity. Being a part 
of so many committees/activities helped Olga surpass the required 
30 hours of volunteer hours last year. She reached the Silver Award 
level, which is between 51 and 100 volunteer hours.
I asked Olga which members have joined CCS because she extended 
an invitation to them. She said that while these members were actu-
ally invited by others, she helped convince Hilda Del Dotto and 

Angie De La Rosa to join.
Olga retired not only from OIG after 11 years of service but also retired from the Austin Police Depart-
ment, after 27 years as a Computer Operator. Olga has been married to Raymond Castillo for 40 years. 
They have three children, each with their own families. Olga and Raymond volunteer at various church 
committees/activities at St. William Catholic Church, where they are parishioners.  (cont. on pg. 4) 

Olga Castillo



3

Mark your 

Calendar

CHRIST CHILD SOCIET Y 
OF TEXAS, CAPITAL AREA, INC.

P.O. BOX 5953
Round Rock, Texas 78683

www.christchildsocietyoftexas.org

Spiritual Advisor
FR. DEAN WILHELM
St. W illiam Catholic Church

512-255-4473

President
OFELIA MELENDEZ

512-786-4705
Ofelia_melendez@yahoo.com

Immediate Past Pres. /Parliamentarian
JULIE SCHLU TZ

512-246-8934
amrschultz@yahoo.com

President-Elect/Ser vice
BARBARA FORBY

barbara.j.forby@usps.gov

V ice President/Fundraising
ROSE ZAVALA
txmxchef@aol.com

Treasurer
SUE RIDLEHUBER

Sue.Ridlehuber@sbcglobal.net

Recording Secretar y
JANIE LOPEZ
jlopez724@att.net

Membership
PAM FINLE Y

pfinley2@austin.rr.com

Layette
BECKY COOK

rebeccacook@austin.rr.com

Corresponding Secretar y
WENDY BIERSCHENK

wenbier@hotmail.com

Hospitality
OFELIA MELENDEZ

Ofelia_melendez@yahoo.com

Historian
JACLYN JOHNSON  

jaclynejohnson@gmail.com

Newsletter/Publicity
REBECCA MARTINEZ

Rebecca_ai@hotmail.com

2013 Calendar of Events
Jul 1- 31 Baby Shower at St. W illiam; ever y weekend in   
  July
Jul 15  Layette Committee Meeting; Monday, 7pm, 
  location:  Becky Cook’s house
Jul 20th  BOD Meeting, Saturday, 9am, location: TBD

Aug 3rd  Layette, General Assembly, Saturday, 9am, 
  location:St. William’s Pavilion 
Aug 17th  Craft Workday, Saturday, 9am – noon, at   
  Stitching Studio – Stitching Studio 
  12411 Hymeadow Drive, #3C

Sept 7th  Layette Workday, Saturday, 9am – noon, at   
  Stitching Studio – as above
Sept 21th  BOD Meeting, Saturday, 9am, location: TBD

Oct 5th  Craft Workday, Saturday, 9am – noon, at   
  Stitching Studio. 
Oct 19th  Layette Assembly & General Meeting, Saturday,  
  9am, location: St. William’s Pavilion  

Nov 2nd  St W illiam Fall Craft Sale – Saturday, 9am   
   –4pm,  location:  St William’s Pavilion
Nov 16th  BOD Meeting, Saturday, 9am, location: TBD
Nov 30 Send 2014 dues to Pam F inley, Membership   
  Chair

Dec 10 CCS Christmas Social – Tuesday, 6:30pm, 
  location:  Seton Community Rooms

HELP WANTED
CCS Members to help on 
telephone committee
Requirements:  1 – 2 
hours per month

Purpose:  To keep CCS 
members without email 
access better informed 
about our activities
Contact:
Ofelia Melendez – (512) 786-
4705 Ofelia_melendez@yahoo.
com

Ardeth Hadley – (512) 733-0936
lahad38@gmail.com
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(cont. f rom IN THE SPOTLIGHT ) Rachell Beltran was invited by Janie Castillo to a Prospective Members’ meeting. 
She said “We sat down for a meal and listened to all the mem-
bers speak about Christ Child Society and the involvement with 
our community. This included mothers in need and the homeless 
students, plus information on the founder of CCS.” Rachell began 
participating in activities in 2010 and was inducted at the Found-
er ’s Day Mass in 2011.

Since joining, Rachell participates in Layette assemblies, Hospi-
tality, attends Craft Workdays, where attendees create items to sell 
at the November St. William Craft Show. Rachell surpassed the 
required 30 volunteer hours in 2012 and also received the Silver 
Award level.

From my observation, Rachell is a very hard worker. She has told 
me she feels more comfortable being a committee member than 
taking a leadership role, at least for now. Rachell said that of the 
things she has been involved with in CCS, she is most proud of 
the day she joined our group. She talks to others about “…CCS 
and our involvement and all the wonderful things we do for our 
community and the mothers in need.”

July 2013 means something special to Rachell as she celebrates 35 
years of service working for State Farm Insurance Company. She is 
a Team Lead for the Life Response Center.

Rachell has been married to Robert Beltran for 40 years. Both Rachell and her husband were born in Tay-
lor, Texas, were delivered by the same doctor, have lived in Round Rock their entire lives and attended the 
same schools. She and Robert have one son, who is 27 years old.   

Christ Child Society ’s 3rd 
Annual Baby Shower 

Christ Child Society is hosting its 3rd Annual Baby 
Shower during the month of July at St. W illiam Cath-
olic Church to collect items needed for Layettes given 
to families of newborn babies with a financial need. 
Last year ’s baby shower really helped boost our sup-
plies. We received enough diapers for over 500 lay-
ettes. T he donations were a great help and will reach 
many families. 

Two playpens will be placed at each entr y of the 
church. Paper hear ts, with layette items listed on the back, will be placed in each playpen. 
Parishioners are asked to pick up a heart, purchase the item listed, return the item with the 
heart and place their donation in one of the playpens before or after mass. 

We need volunteers to help collect the baby items after each Mass in July. Volunteers can 
sign up on signupgenius.com or contact Barbara Forby at bforby1@yahoo.com or (512) 773-
8749.

Rachell Beltran 
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Bereavement Chair Needed 

We are currently looking for someone to chair the Bereave-
ment Project. 

Responsibilities:
	 •	 Request	and	receive	the	angel	gowns,	bibs,	blankets		
  and bonnets from committee members and 
  contributing friends of CCS.
	 •	 Order	gift	boxes	for	the	bereavement	sets.	 	
	 •	 Check	with	the	bereavement	recipients,	four	times		
	 	 a	year,	to	see	if	they	need	more	sets,	and	deliver		 	
	 	 the	sets,	when	needed.

•	 Obtain	supplies,	when	needed,	for	the	committee	to	make	the	gowns,	etc.
•	 Maintain	a	supply	of	printed	materials:	cards,	address	labels,	instruction	pages	and	
 patterns.

Our	next	workday	is	Saturday,	September	7th	from	9am	to	noon,	at	the	Stitching	Studio	at	12411	
Hymeadow	Drive,	#3C.		During	the	workday,	instructions	for	each	of	the	bereavement	items	will	
be available and you will learn to make each item. The workday will help increase our inventory 
and/or recruit volunteers to help with the project. Lois Feist has graciously volunteered to co-
chair	this	committee	and	to	help	with	questions	or	concerns.	 	

This project is an important ministry to our organization. We want to supply grieving mothers 
with something to help them with the loss of a child. Please consider volunteering your time for 
this	worthwhile	project.	Much	of	 the	work	can	be	done	on	 the	phone	or	by	email.	 	For	 informa-
tion,	contact	Ofelia	Melendez	at	ofelia_melendez@yahoo.com	or	(512)	786-4705.

Donations Welcomed
By Ofelia Melendez

The caller asked if CCS was interested in receiving a donation of yarn…lots of 
yarn, she c larified. My initial reaction is always, “Yes, of course we accept dona-
tions of fabric, yarn and sewing notions.”

Sarah Br unet placed requests in various Diocese of Austin Catholic Church bul-
letins requesting donations for CCS. Consequently, our chapter has received a 
number of donations. 

This last donation came from a parishioner at St. 
William, T heresa Sismilich. Theresa even donated 

the plastic bins contain-
ing many skeins of yarn, 
looms, sewing notions, patterns and projects that she had begun but didn’t have 
the time to complete. Theresa said she had not realized how much yarn she 
actually had purchased and accumulated throughout the years.  

When Theresa and I met to accept her donation, I didn’t realize how much 
yarn she really had. My car was packed. Chonita Olivas and Valerie Melendez 
helped me transfer the bins, bags and other items to Chonita’s house and she 
took everything to Miss Mary ’s Cottage.

Theresa said it warmed her heart knowing her yarn will be used for proj-
ects that will benefit children and many others.

*ANSWER:  LAYETTES, ANGEL GOWNS, ELEMENTARY HYGIENE PACKETS, HYGIENE PACKETS FOR HOMELESS STUDENTS, AND MENTORING.

St. William parishioner, Theresa Sismilich stands 
in front of her car containing containers and bags 

of many, many skeins of yarn along with other sewing 
notions she donated to CCS.

Chonita Olivas and Valerie Melendez unloaded 
bags and containers of donated yarn 
from Theresa Sismilich.
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * CCSWebsite* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Christ Child Society of Texas, Capital Area website = www.christchildsocietyoftexas.org
National Christ Child Society website  = www.nationalchristchildsoc.org  
Login: chapter  Password: redwagon

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Layette and General 
Assembly Date Scheduled

Mark your calendar!  

Our next layette and general assembly meeting will be held in the 
Pavilion at St. William’s Church in Round Rock on Saturday, 
August 3rd at 9am. 
If you need additional information about the layette assemblies, 
or if you are interested in helping to plan the layette, please con-
tact Becky Cook at rebeccacook@austin.rr.com. We are always 
in need of more volunteers!

THE LAYETTE 
COMMITTEE NEEDS 
THE FOLLOWING
IN-KIND DONATIONS 
TO FULFILL OUR GOAL
FOR THE AUGUST
LAYETTE: 

Sleepers

Diapers

Travel Size Packages     
of Wipes

CCS of Texas, Capital Area, Inc., 
Membership Increases in 2013
As of May, we have 50 Active members and 13 Contributing members. God has 
truly blessed CCS this year with so many wonderful members. Please invite 
family and friends who might be interested in joining CCS to any of our events. 
Members can join at any time during the year and will  be initiated as active 
members at our induction ceremony in June 2014.

As a reminder, please keep track of your hours because this helps us when we 
apply for grants. You may email them to me each quarter or turn them in at any 
event you attend. If you email them to me before the August assembly, you will 
be entered into the door prize drawing that day. You will  receive one entry in 
each drawing for each quarter volunteer forms are turned in to me.  

Thank you, everyone, for all  you do for Christ Child Society and His little chil-
dren.

Pam Finley
pfinley2@austin.rr.com
246-8262
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A Special Note for Dell Families:
Double the value of your donations! When making 
a donation to the Christ Child Society, please make 
your donation through Dell. Dell matches employee 
donations to Christ Child Society.  

Gattiland Books– Excellent Gifts
Christ Child Society (CCS) is selling Gattiland coupon books, as 
a fundraiser, and they are only $10. Each book has 32 Buy 1 Get 1 
Free coupons. T he coupons do not expire until 12/31/2013. After 
using only 2 coupons, you will save enough money to cover the cost 

of buying the coupon book. T hey also make excellent gifts!

V irginia Pargmann generously purchased the books and donated them to CCS. If you would like 
to purchase a book, contact V irginia at 512-863-3785 or email her at robparg@aol.com.

The  LYV E  Offering 
By Sue Ridlehuber

I have sometimes heard the collection of money at a special event referred to as a “Love Offering.” 
I love this name! This year something new was added to the line-up at the fundraiser, Evening for 
the Ladies (EFL).  

At last year ’s EFL, someone commented that if guests and patrons were not lucky enough to win 
Janie Castillo ’s quilt raffle nor have the highest bid in a silent auction basket, they often left the 
event without the opportunity to donate to Christ Child Society.  

Ardeth Hadley and I put together 30 Hawaiian-themed 
decorative baskets for each table. Guests were frequent-
ly reminded that they could contribute—large or small—
throughout the evening’s festivities. Our basket idea was a 
HUGE success, raising a total of $1,688.90!
 
Listening to the testimonies from people who have received 
one of our layettes, bereavement sets, hygiene bags, caps and 
gloves or other services provided to children in need, our 
guests then opened their hearts as well as their wallets, and 
blessed us far more than anyone could have imagined. So 
thank you, Thank You, THANK YOU for the LYVE !

Chick-fil-A Spirit Night
Our Chick F il-A Spirit Night was a success! It was a great opportunity 
to help suppor t our organization and it was wonderful to see so many 
families and members for dinner! We raised $129.42 (which included 
$73.00 in donations) in just three hours! We are so thankful for your 

suppor t and we hope to host another Spirit Night this fall at the Round Rock Chick F il-A. 
T hank you, Becca Mar tinez, for organizing the fundraiser!
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NCCS Conference Delegates Selected
President-elect, Barbara Forby, and Treasurer, Sue Ridlehuber, are the two CCS members from 
our chapter selected as delegates to attend the 2013 National Christ Child Society (NCCS) Confer-
ence. The conference is scheduled for September 20-21 in Bethesda, Maryland. Two years ago, 
Lois Feist and Joan Paduano  represented our chapter.
 
At the NCCS Conference, delegates are busy from the time they arrive until they leave. Attendees 
have opportunities to attend workshops of their choice and to listen to guest speakers. Ofelia Me-
lendez, our chapter president, commented, “The networking opportunities are unbelievable!
There are so many chapters that have similar projects and yet we all do things a little differently. I 
loved talking to new people and ‘borrowing’ ideas to bring back and share with our board of direc-
tors.” Ofelia continued, “All members should take advantage of attending a national conference or 
conference. When I was a new CCS member, I heard that statement from more-tenured members. 
After attending my first NCCS event, I knew just what they meant.”

NCCS conferences are held in odd-numbered years in Bethesda. NCCS holds conventions in 
even-numbered years at different locations. In 2014, the convention is scheduled to be held in 
Arizona. Detroit was the site of the 2012 convention, which was attended by Ofelia and Member-
ship chair, Pam Finley. 

Friday Knitting Group
Come	and	join	us	Friday	mornings	from	9am	to	11am.	We	knit	blankets,	we	crochet	baby	bonnets,	
we	knit	baby	hats	with	a	circle	loom	and,	most	of	all,	we	have	fun!

Don’t	know	how	to	knit	or	crochet?	No	worries,	we	will	teach	you.

Due	to	summer	vacations	and	other	conflicts,	please	send	me	a	message	at	chonita.olivas@gmail.
com	to	confirm	that	we	are	going	to	be	there	on	Fridays.

Have a great summer!

Chonita Olivas
 

Christ Child Society of Texas, Capital Area, Inc.

Is Looking for a New Home
  
The building we currently call “Miss Mary’s Cottage” has 
been sold and we will soon need to vacate the building. We 
have outgrown keeping our supplies in someone’s garage 
or spare room. We need another location. 

How can you help?

Ask your spouse, family, friends, neighbors, banker, realtor, etc., if they know of 
a building/portion of a building that CCS can call “home.” For questions, please 
contact:

Julie Schultz at amrschultz@yahoo.com – (512) 468-8934 or
Ofelia Melendez at Ofelia_melendez@yahoo.com – (512) 786-4705
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Diar y of a CCS Garage Sale 
by Sue Ridlehuber

Monday, April 8th…Put on old c lothes to c lean out my garage. Dust c logs my sinuses. 
 (It ’s just possible that I need to clean more often!)

Tuesday, April 9th…Meet Julie in Georgetown to pick up two car loads of garage sale  
 items stored there. Go through entire facility to scrounge other potential items.  
 (Do we really need 27 coffee cups at the cottage?)

Wednesday, April 10th…Wait patiently for members to deliver more items. 

Thursday April 11th...Begin set up of tables and sorting of merchandise with MUCH  
 help from Maxene Felux, Ardeth Hadley, Julie Schultz, Virginia & Bob   
         Pargmann, Joan Watkins, and Chonita Olivas, with deliveries and more   
 help from Janie Castillo, Angela Torres, LaVerne Rinken and Barbara   
 Forby. Thanks, Ladies (& Bob!)

Friday, April 12th…Up with the roosters, opening garage doors by 6:45 AM! Lots of   
 customers and help from Ardeth, Maxene, Virginia, Teresa Micek, Janie C, Rose  
 Zavala, Sue Greene and LaVerne (more Laughter than Labor with my CCS   
 friends!)

Saturday, April 13th…Again up at the crack of dawn to open garage doors, but not  
 many customers today. (Bright spot is spending time with CCS friends 
 Ardeth, Rachell Beltran, Rose, Teresa Carreon, Barbara, Wendy Bierschenk, 
 Lorraine Schuckman and Ofelia Melendez. (Special thanks to Barbara & Ofelia  
 for staying till the bitter end to pack up everything!)
When all was said and done, we earned $586.15 benefitting Christ Child Society    
      …spending quality time with my CCS friends, PRICELESS!

Bereavement
The Bereavement committee is pleased to welcome new volunteers, Marie and her husband, Jerry. They are 
residents of Sun City and members of St. Helen’s. In addition to volunteering on the Bereavement commit-
tee, both Marie and Jerry crochet shawls for the Prayer Shawl Ministry. They are the proud grandparents of 3 
grandchildren with another on the way.
Marie became aware of CCS at the Ministry Fair at St. Helen’s. She has 
been crocheting for many years and felt she could help us and she 
really has!  She has made more than 50 bonnets and more than 30 
blankets for the bereavement program and she has promised more. 
She designed the angel blanket pattern, and Jerry, wanting to keep up 
with her, made the other blanket.
Marie has also made 3 beautiful layette blanket and hat sets plus an-
other dozen layette hats. We are thrilled to have her working so hard 
for the Christ Child!
Marie will be coming with me to the next layette assembly and you all 
will have a chance to meet this wonderful new friend of ours.
God bless all the little children.
Lois Feist
Bereavement Committee
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Thursday Cottage Bag Ladies 
By Julie Schultz

Summer is here and the “Bag Ladies” continue to be very busy and we can always use extra 
hands.  We have lots of  fun and get all kinds of  CCS work done.  

 In the last few months, we have:
	 •	 assembled		and	distributed	225	full-size	hygiene	bags	for	the	homeless	
  middle school/high school students in RRISD. 
	 •	 assembled	405	elementary	hygiene	bags	(filled	27	boxes).	Of 	these,	we	
	 	 delivered	21	boxes	to	Berkman	and	Voigt	for	distribution	before	the	
  end of  the school year. The remaining 6 boxes are standing by – ready 
  to be sent to the Ronald McDonald House or another needy location.  
	 •	 assembled	26	boy,	30	girl	and	30	neutral	layettes	to	keep	us	supplied	
  until our next full assembly.
	 •	 distributed	layettes	to	Williamson	County	&	Cities	Health	District.	
	 •	 distributed	layettes	to	Our	Lady	of 	Angels	Maternity	Home.
	 •	 distributed	layettes	to	Gabriel	Project	–	main	office.
	 •	 assembled	10	bereavement	sets.
	 •	 sorted		mounds	and	mounds	of 	donated	yarn	(11	full	paper	boxes).
	 •	 sorted	and	inventoried	new	layette	items	brought	in	by	members,	
  donors, Linus Connection and other wonderful organziations and 
  individuals.
	 •	 sorted	hygiene	items.
	 •	 sorted	and	stored		fabric	donations.
	 •	 prepped	the	new	layette	bags	for	our	next	assembly	(tied	on	ribbons	
	 	 and	inserted	paperwork).
	 •	 tied	silverware	bundles	for	EFL.
	 •	 inventoried		and	delivered	all	our	EFL	dinnerware	and	decoration	items.
	 •	 packaged	some	of 	the	EFL	baskets.
	 •	 washed,	folded	and	hung	all	our	blue	CCS	tablecloths	after	EFL.
	 •	 distributed	supplies	to	the	sewing	groups	and	members		to	make	
	 	 hygiene	bags,	burp	cloths,	receiving	blankets,	rag	quilts	and	afghans.	 	
	 •	 and	shared	lots	and	lots	of 	laughs	and	fellowship	with	CCS	members.

If 	you	would	like	to	help,	come	by	any	Thursday	from	10am-noon.	We	eat	lunch	together	on	
the third Thursday of  the month following our Cottage time.

Craft Workdays a Huge Success 
SAVE THESE DATES – Layette Workdays: 
•	 Saturday,	August	17th		9am	-	noon	
•	 Saturday,	October	5th		9am	-	noon
What is a “workday”? CCS rents the Stitching Studio, which has  sewing machines, worktables, irons, sewing no-
tions, cutting boards, etc. The Stitching Studio is located at 12411 Hymeadow Drive, Suite 3C in Austin. 
At the 2012 workday, emphasis centered on making craft items to sell at our booth at the November craft sale at St. 
William Catholic Church. This workday was a huge success!  
Other workdays had members sewing layette items such as hooded bath towels, rag quilts, and burp cloths. As wom-
en are making, cutting, and sewing the much needed layette items, they are having fun visiting and getting to know 
each other. Members asked to add more workdays to our list of activities and we are offering more sessions this year.
Will you join us at the Layette workdays? Light refreshments will be served. 
Sneak Preview:  Some of the items to be sold at our booth on November 2nd at St. William’s Pavilion will be made 
available at the workdays. Last year, we made $3,000 in total craft sales. With your support and the purchase of craft 
items, you can help us reach our goal of $3,500.
If you would like to be on the Craft Committee, contact 
Ardeth Hadley 680-3474  email: lahad38@gmail.com
Linda Foerster 267-1289   email: lindafoerster1947@gmail.com
Janie Lopez 251-0939  email:  lop724@att.net).  
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Grant Helps Subsidize Elementar y Hygiene Program
In May 2013, the Chaparral Women’s Club awarded Christ Child Society (CCS) of Texas, Capital 
Area, Inc., a $2,000 grant to help subsidize the Elementary School Hygiene Packet Program. Last 
year, we received a grant of $1,830.
President-elect, Barbara Forby, and Treasurer, Sue Ridlehuber, attended a luncheon at Terra Vista 
where $40,000, in grants, was awarded. Sue recalls hearing that the grant committee received appli-
cations exceeding $110,000.
Ofelia Melendez, who submitted the grant applications for the past two years for the hygiene pro-
grams states, “Receiving this grant helps our chapter reach out to five area elementary schools in 
Round Rock Independent School District (RRISD) and Georgetown Independent School District 
(GISD). This is about 915 hygiene bags.” Each hand-sewn cloth drawstring bag contains travel-size 
hygiene products such as shampoo, conditioner, lotion, deodorant, bars of soap, full-size tubes of 
toothpaste, toothbrush, comb and washcloth. 
School nurses identified a need for kits of lice shampoo and combs. These kits are too expensive 
for some families to purchase and are badly needed, because students cannot return to school until 
they are lice-free. The overall response from the school nurses and social workers was very positive. 
Therefore, the grant application included our goal to supply each of the five elementary  schools with 
five kits.

Thank You Donors F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T ! 

Christ Child Society, Capital Area Chapter, receives many In-kind and monetary donations throughout the year. In 
addition, members donate 30 service hours each year – a “precious gift of time and love.” Without any one of these 
generous donations, our chapter would not be able to serve as many of God’s children as we do. A huge thank you to 
all and may God richly bless each and every one of you!

April, May & June Donors
Monetary Donors:
Frank & Lucille Milton, Chaparral Women’s Club, St Helen’s Catholic Church
In Memory of:
Patsy Harrison (In Memory of Karen Brandt)
In-Kind Donors:  
Tiffany Brandt, Jill Cooper, Anita Drouin, Lois Feist, Linda Foerster, Liz Guzman, Ardeth Hadley, Mary Ellen 
Hobbs, Trudy Jenkins, Sandra Leal, Linus Connection, Janie Lopez, Frank & Lucille Milton, Jackie Moyer, Chonita 
Olivas, Joan Paduano, Renaissance Knitting Club, Sue Ridlehuber, Julie Schultz, Marie Stauber, Elaine Stotts, Maggie 
Sullivan, Mary Urbanowski, Jill Willis, Rose Zavala, ZOI Sertoma RRHS

Evening for the Ladies (EFL) Donors
Individual Donors:
Sandy Bruskewitz, Deacon Dennis Egan, Liz Burton-Garcia, Anne Jefferson, Frank & Lucille Milton 
Silent Auction Community & Business Donors:
Alamo Draft House, Central Texas Beauty College, Cissy’s Hair Studio, Deanna Sedillo, Dell Diamond, Four Points 
Dermatology, Kaleidoscope Toys, Outback Steakhouse, Pink, Rio Grande Restaurant, Sassy Spirits, 620 Florist, 
Smokey Mo’s, Victoria Secret
Silent Auction Donors (CCS Members):
Wendy Bierschenk, Sarah Brunet, Becky Cook, Pam Finley, Barbara Forby, Patti Goertz, Sue Greene, Ardeth Hadley, 
Ofelia Melendez, Karen Nagel, Lutmilla Noel, Virginia Pargmann, Diana Pier, Sue Ridlehuber, Julie Schultz, Rose 
Zavala, Baby Stitches Sewing Group
Monetary Donors:
Dutch & Bernadette Kellerman, Tom & Ann Bierschenk, Lin O. Brinkman, Chris & Becky Cook, Mary McCarthy, 
Dr. Roopal Bhatt, Marynia Goertz, Joan & Gregg Watkins
This article recognizes March, April and May 2013 donors. If you made a donation which was not listed, we apologize 
for the omission. Please send an email to Wendy Bierschenk at wenbier@hotmail.com so your donation can be in-
cluded in the subsequent issue. We would like to thank everyone in our newsletter.  



12

 
 The Fourth Annual Christ Child Society Evening for the Ladies (EFL) was held on May 8th, 
at 6pm, in St. William’s Parish Hall. The event was a sellout, over 300 attendees, and was a huge 
success raising $16,000.
 Luau was the theme for the event. Upon entering the luau guests were presented with leis at 
the door. A photo op board of two painted hula dancers was available for pictures. Terri Myers was 
the MC for the evening and she did a fabulous job. The evening began with cheese appetizers and 
wine and pina coladas. Two Georgetown High School’s Jazz bands provided pre-dinner music.
 Fr. Dean W ilhelm, Christ Child Society ’s spiritual advisor, said grace and dinner was served 
by The Knights of Columbus. The  menu was salad, pork tenderloin, green beans almandine and 
twice-baked potatoes. Queen-size pieces of coconut cake and chocolate cake were on the tables 
ready to be eaten; some even disappeared before the meal. During the meal, Ofelia Melendez in-
troduced the board of directors and Barbara Forby gave a brief presentation about Christ Child 
Society ’s service projects. Ofelia then read a personal letter from a child who had received a tooth-
brush in one of our hygiene bags. A representative from the Gabriel Project Life Center shared 
some experiences about the women who receive our layettes and bereavement sets. The audience 
was especially touched by the personal anecdotes included in her presentation.
 After the Christ Child Society presentation, our keynote speaker, Mar y Maxwell, Omaha’s 
First lady of Humor, was introduced. Once she took the stage, she captivated the audience and the 
bartenders and servers, and had everyone laughing hysterically. Following Mar y Maxwell, Gina 
Bustos and Edgar Saenz played a few songs, and then Pat Baum gave a hula presentation that in-
cluded some audience participation.
 The silent auction was very impressive, netting over $2400. Janie Castillo donated her time 
and talent to make a beautiful Hawaiian quilt for the raffle which netted $930. Janie Castillo took 
home the prize for selling the most EFL tickets. Door prizes were given and guests were invited to 
join Christ Child Society at upcoming events. After a c losing prayer, winners c laimed their silent 
auction items. 

 Thank you to the following sponsors:
  Dutch & Bernadette Kellerman (Layette Sponsor - $2,500)
  Tom & Ann Bierschenk and Dutch & Bernadette Kellerman 
  (Helping the Homeless - $1,000)
  Lin Onofrio Brinkman and Chris & Becky Cook (Bereavement Sponsor - $500)  

 I would like to thank the EFL committee for all their hard work in planning the event, the 
members who attended the event and especially everyone who helped with set up and clean up. I 
would also like to thank Janie Castillo for making the beautiful quilt. Thanks to Mike and Patti 
Goertz for the wonderful food, to The Knights of Columbus for helping Mike cook, serve the food 
and tending bar, and to Ken Knighton and the CCS members who helped in the kitchen. Thank 
you to V irginia Pargmann for the yummy coconut and chocolate cake. 
 Thank you to everyone who completed the survey that was emailed to the entire membership. 
We would like to hear from all members who attended EFL. To give your feedback about the event, 
please contact:

Wendy Bierschenk 
CCS Corresponding Secretary 
wenbier@hotmail.com 
512-775-9744 

A big THANKS to Wendy, my co-chair and the entire EFL committee. EFL would not have been 
so successful without everyone’s help. EFL was a great success because of each one of ya’ l l. We will 
start planning for next year very soon. Email us ASAP if we can count on you. Thanks ! 

Rose Zavala
Vice President, Fundraising
txmxchef@aol.com
512-255-6458

Evening for the Ladies      Luau  2013
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Evening for the Ladies      Luau  2013



CHRIST CHILD SOCIET Y OF TEXAS
CAPITAL AREA, INC.

P.O. Box 5953
Round Rock, TX 78683

www.christchildsocietyoftexas.org

Christ Child Society of Texas
Is a chapter member of

National Christ Child Society
4340 East West Highway Suite 202

Bethesda, MD 20814
1-800-814-8129 fax: 1-301-718-8822

www.nationalchristchildsoc.org

Please direct questions, information & 
ar ticles to

Newsletter Editor, 
Rebecca Martinez

rebecca_ai@hotmail.com

Facebook? Be a fan of 
the CCS facebook page. 
T he page will contain 
current information on 
upcoming events, loca-
tions, dates, and times, 
etc. Please contact CCS 
member Valerie Melen-

dez at val_melendez@hotmail.com if you 
have any questions.

Any suggestions or ideas on how we can bet-
ter keep you informed? Is there information 
you would like that we’re not providing? Let 
us know. Contact the newsletter editor.
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M ISSION
Our motive and spirit is love for the Christ Child, expressed in fellowship and 
ser vice to our community ’s youth who are most in need of spiritual, physical, 
emotional or economic suppor t, regardless of race or creed.

Participate in Layette and Bereavement Workday
Join us for fun, learning and fellowship at our upcoming Christ Child Society 
Layette and Bereavement Workday this summer. Bring your friends and meet a 
few new ones, too!  

Saturday, September 7th

The workday will be held from 9 AM to Noon at the Stitching Studio located 
at 12411 Hymeadow Dr. #3C, Austin, TX 78750.

Come and learn how to make the items that are a part of our layettes and be-
reavement sets. Even if you don’t sew, there will be plenty of other jobs to work 
on!  For more information, contact Becky Cook at rebeccacook@austin.rr.com.


