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In preparing for this issue, I reflected on 2013 and the many blessings received in the name of 
Christ Child Society of Texas, Capital Area, Inc. 

Miss Mary’s Cottage relocation – Your board of directors worried about where we would call 
home. Once again, Sam and Julie Schultz are answers to our prayers. The new location is 
bigger relative to the current location as it once served as the Georgetown Hospital.  Amazing! 

Layettes – Becky Cook and her Layette Committee assembled more than 500 layettes.  Since 
this is our largest service project, almost all members participated in this worthwhile project.  

Board of Directors – are dedicated women who wear many hats while serving as an officer, 
chairperson, or assisting in other activities.  Many of these women agreed to have their names on the new slate 
of officers.  Voting for new officers will be at the General Assembly scheduled for March 22. 

 Bereavement – Lois Feist and several members sewed 40 quality “Angel” gowns, crocheted caps and blan-
kets that are given to families who lose a baby. 

Chaparral Women’s Club – Honored us with a large grant used to support our Hygiene Backpacks for Home-
less middle and high school students 

Fundraisers – In May, the Evening for the Ladies (EFL) generated more funds than ever before!  It is heart-
warming to hear women, who are not CCS members, anticipating our annual fundraising event because “…we 
have so much fun.” The Craft Committee chaired by Ardeth Hadley surpassed the amount raised in 2012.  
Awesome!   

Donations – Sarah Brunet’s public relations skills generated many generous donations received from South 
Austin to Georgetown, Texas.  Some of which included fabric, yarn, and other miscellaneous sewing notions. 

Newsletter – A BIG THANK YOU to Rebecca (Becca) Martinez for putting together a fantastic newsletter for 
the past year and a half. Unfortunately, Becca is unable to continue as Editor.   We wish you well and appreciate 
the eye-catching newsletters produced, which generated many compliments.   

Labors of love - CCS is grateful for all the help received from the following committees. 

“Baby Stitches,” our sewing group who assemble the drawstring hygiene bags, blankets, burp cloths, receiving 
blankets, and so forth;  

“Bag Ladies,” are members who work Thursday mornings at the cottage sorting, putting away donations we re-
ceive, and assembling layettes; 

Hygiene projects for elementary children and the hygiene backpacks for homeless middle and high school stu-
dents.  We thank all those who have donated travel-sized hygiene items to the elementary project and full-
sized bottles of shampoo, conditioner, body wash, etc. for the homeless students.   

Gloves and caps delivered to area elementary schools for children in need.  We are grateful for the donations 
received for this project. 

I would like to share questions I read in CCS of Tucson’s newsletter I found useful in examining myself as I 
think about our chapter and looking forward to 2014. 
 

 Do I think about new ways to make our organization more giving? 

 Is my heart in the right place in helping to fulfill the goals of CCS? 

 Do I wonder if I could give more of my time to make our fundraisers more profitable? 

 How can I make our organization more worthy of new members? 

 Have I helped to expand our membership by inviting at least one new member to join CCS? 
 
As we look forward into 2014, I quote Mary Virginia Merrick: 
 
“The coming year, Oh my God, I give to Thee.  I welcome all it holds and I am glad, Oh glad, to think that Thou 
holdest the future in Thy hand.” 
 
Serving humbly, 

Ofelia Melendez 
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Wendy Bierschenk, who is the Corresponding Secretary, was invited by her sister-in-
law, Becky, to one of our functions.  Wendy liked our organization’s goals and activities 
and joined CCS in 2008.   
 
In addition to serving on the BOD, Wendy was one of the creative minds who started our 
biggest fundraiser, Evening for the Ladies (EFL) and who is now the 2014 EFL chairper-
son.  She also served as the Vice President for Fundraising along with being a member 
of the Layette and Craft Fair committees. 

 
I asked Wendy to share something no one else in CCS knows about her.  Her response was “I was born in 
Wisconsin, but I grew up in Round Rock about a mile away from my husband.”  However, Wendy did not 
meet Kevin until high school.  “We started dating in our senior year and have been together ever since” she 
stated.  Kevin and Wendy have been married for eight years and blessed with three children ages seven, 
four, and almost two years old. 
 
Wendy invited her mother, Karen Nagel, to CCS.  Once Karen “heard all the wonderful things we do,” she 
also joined.   
 
When asked what she is the most proud of, Wendy responded “EFL!”  I proceeded to ask what changes, if 
any, she would like to see happen in CCS that might spark the interest others to join our organization.  Wendy 
replied that she would like to see CCS “sponsor a festival booth to increase awareness of our organization in 
other churches.” 
 
Wendy’s work experience includes being a lifeguard, a barista, a nanny, and teaching and coaching swim-
ming.  She enjoys taking pictures of her family and is a member of St. William's MOM’s group.  

IN THE Spotlight  By Ofelia Melendez 

Save the Dates 
Support Our 2014 Fundraisers 

Support Our 2014 Fundraisers 

 

Monday, April 28 5 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Fazoli’s All You Can Eat Spaghetti, Bread-

sticks & Drink  
Located at 183 & 620 

$6.50 (adults); $4.50 (child)  
CCS will receive $1.50 for each ticket sold 

Tickets will be available at our March Layette 
Assembly 

 

Wednesday, May 14  6:30 p.m.  
Evening for the Ladies (EFL)  

Denim & Diamonds – Texas Country Chic 
at St William's Parish Hall 

Tickets are $20 
 

Chick Fil-A at Round Rock 
CCS will receive 20% of sales 

 

Thursday, October 23rd 5 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Schlotzsky’s at La Frontera 
CCS will receive 20% of sales 

 

Saturday, November 1st or 8th 

St William. Craft Sale 
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Cheryl Lattner joined CCS in 2011 “because of the amazing work done to help others in 
so many areas and the opportunity to meet so many wonderful ladies.  I love to sew and I 
love children, so I knew this was something I really wanted to do.” 
 
“Ardeth Hadley first told me about CCS and invited me to join.  The first thing I did was go 
to a Saturday Workday and helped with several layette projects.  It was a lot of fun,” she 
commented. 
 

Cheryl states she has not been active in serving on committees because she is a caregiver for the elderly.  
She works several hours and at times seven days a week.  In my opinion, Cheryl was a tremendous help 
when we needed someone to cut out card-stock hearts used for the month long baby shower at St. William's.  
She cut many, many hearts for us at home freeing the committee to focus on other tasks.    
 
Thus far, Cheryl states she “enjoyed making rag quilts and prayer cards.  I was able to work the St. William. 
Craft Show in 2012 and 2013 and I really enjoyed that.” 
I asked Cheryl to tell us something about herself that probably no one else in CCS knows about her and she 
replied, “I play the piano and I played in a 21 piece Jazz band for two years.  I had a racecar and drag raced 
for several years.  I had a 16’ and 21’ Hobbie Cat that I used to sail.  I love to sail!  I have logged three hours 
toward my private pilot license.  My father was a pilot so I was fortunate to be able to fly all of my life.  I also 
delivered Meals on Wheels for three years.”  Whew!!!  Cheryl sure has been busy! 
 
She was raised in Amarillo and later moved to Corsicana where she lived for 15 years.  In 1999, she moved 
to the Austin/Round Rock area.  Cheryl added that she has “always dreamed of living in the mountains of 
Colorado.” 
 
She has a daughter, a son, and three grandsons.  One is 18 and two aged 11 years old. 
 
Cheryl shares her enthusiasm with others by telling them “how wonderful it is to do so much to help children 
and babies and about all of the wonderful friends you make doing so.”  She concludes by stating, “I just ad-
mire all of the work Ardeth and others put into CCS.  I hope to have time this year to be able to do more.”  

IN THE Spotlight  By Ofelia Melendez 

                                               

 

Banks will be available at the March Layette Assembly and 

General Meeting. If you have coins to turn in, you may bring 
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BARBARA FORBY 
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Recording Secretary 

JANIE LOPEZ 

Jlopez724@att.net 

 

Membership 

PAM FINLEY 

Pfinley2ccs@gmail.com 
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BECKY COOK 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

WENDY BIERSCHENK 

 

Newsletter Editor 

ARDETH HADLEY 

 

Inventory Manager 

CHONITA OLIVAS 

 

Newsletter / Publicity 

VALERIE MELENDEZ 

 

Prayer Team Coordinator 

JOAN WATKINS 

 

 

Denim and Diamonds “Texas Country Chic” is the theme for the fifth 
annual Christ Child Society Evening for the Ladies (EFL) scheduled for 
Wednesday, May 14 at 6 p.m. in St. William's Parish Hall.  The EFL 
committee is working very hard to top the $16,000 raised last year. 
 
Featured entertainment is none other than the Whitestone band, 
known as “Austin’s Party band”.  Whitestone plays a variety of music 
and for the EFL event, will focus on Country music. 
 
Ladies, get your cameras ready to take as many pictures as you would 
like.  Upon entering the event, there will be a photo-op board with two 
painted cowgirls.  
 
Kaleidoscope Toys owner, Terri Myers will be back to emcee the 
event in response to the many favorable comments received regarding 
Terri’s interaction with the audience.  This year, Margaritas will be 
available along with appetizers.  Attendees may bid on baskets and 
other items on display during the silent auction.  
 
A delicious BBQ dinner will be prepared by Mike and Patti Goertz.  
The Knights of Columbus will help Mike cook, serve the food, and 
bartend.  Additionally, Virginia Pargmann will serve a yummy dessert. 
 
This is our BIGGEST fundraiser and social event of the year.  We 
need YOU!  Thank you to all the members who attended last year’s 
EFL and especially those who helped with the setup and cleanup.  
Your help is needed again.   
 
If you are wondering how and where you may help, please consider 
any of the following committees.  You may contact the committee chair 
or contact me directly.  
 

Decorating committee – Sue Ridlehuber at 
sue.ridlehuber@sbcglobal.net 

Silent Auction / Adopt-a-Basket – Barbara Forby at  
 bforby1@yahoo.com 
Corporate sponsors – Becky Cook at  
 rebeccacook@austin.rr.com 

 
The 2013 EFL was very successful because of our corporate sponsor-
ship.  Do you know of a business or individual who interested in being 
a sponsor for our event?  If so, please contact Becky. 
If you would like to help but need more information or would like to 
help the day of the event, please contact me. 

Wendy Bierschenk ,EFL Chair/Corresponding Secretary  

wenbier@hotmail.com, 512-775-9744  
  
 

2014 Evening for the Ladies 
to Step Out in “Texas Country Chic” 

http://www.christchildsocietyoftexas.org
mailto:Ofelia_melendez@yahoo.com
mailto:amrschultz@yahoo.com
mailto:Barbara.j.forby@usps.gov
mailto:txmexchef@aol.com
mailto:Sue.ridlehuber@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Jlopez724@att.net
mailto:Pfinley2ccs@gmail.com
mailto:sue.ridlehuber@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bforby1@yahoo.com
mailto:rebeccacook@austin.rr.com
mailto:wenbier@hotmail.com
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2014 Evening for the Ladies to Step Out in “Texas Country Chic” 
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2013 was a great year for the Layette 
Committee!  We held three Layette 
assemblies and distributed 699 lay-
ettes to 15 organizations.   
 
Just before Christmas, we learned 
that one of the organizations we 
serve is in need of many more lay-
ettes than we provided previously.  
The organization is Williamson 
County and Cities Health District 

Community Health and Social Service 
Division, which consists of four cen-
ters.  In an effort to meet their need of 
providing for newborns, we are in-
creasing our 2014 goal to 900 lay-
ettes. 
 
On Black Friday, we purchased 161 
bolts of fabric, which amounted to 
over 1,200 yards!   
 
Mark your calendar!  Our next lay-
ette and general assembly meeting is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 22 at 
9 a.m. at St. William’s Pavilion. 
  
If you need additional information 
about the layette assemblies, or if you 
are interested in helping plan the lay-
ette, please contact Becky Cook at 
rebeccacook@austin.rr.com.  We are 
always in need of more volunteers! 
 
To fulfill our goal for the March lay-

ette, we need of the following in-kind 
donations: 

 Travel size wipes 

 Bibs 

 Caps 
 
Everyone is asked to bring an in-kind 
donation to the Layette Assembly. 

Layette Announcement 
A Great Year! 

 

We never want to lose a member be-

cause paying dues would create a 

hardship.  When scholarships are 

awarded for active members, we also 

require an additional 15 hours of ser-

vice for the scholarship.  

 

If you have an inability to pay your 

dues and need assistance, please feel 

free to contact me, Ofelia Melendez, 

or Sue Ridlehuber. This information 

will be kept in the strictest confidence. 

 

Pam Finley 

Scholarships 

mailto:rebeccacook@austin.rr.com
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CCS Membership Continues to Grow 

Page 7 

New members are welcome to join 

at any time. 

 

Thank you to all members who have 

paid their 2014 dues and turned in 

their 2013 volunteer hours.  CCS 

members logged 6,394 hours for 

2013!  Tracking and logging your 

hours helps CCS when we apply for 

grants.  

Hours can be e-mailed each quarter 

or turned in at any of our events.  If 

Christ Child Society (CCS) is truly 

blessed to have so many wonderful 

ladies wanting to become members. 

In the past two months, I am happy 

to say that we have had three new 

members join us.  

 

In addition, we also have 26 Pro-

spective Members ready to learn 

more about CCS and our projects at 

the Prospective Member Gathering 

originally scheduled for January 

23rd. Unfortunately, we had to post-

pone as a result of inclement 

weather to keep everyone safe and 

out of harm’s way.  The Prospective 

Member Dinner is rescheduled for 

Wednesday, February 19.  Please 

invite family and friends interested 

in joining CCS to this or any event.  

you e-mail them to me before the 

March 22 Layette Assembly, you 

will be entered into the door prize 

drawing for that day.  Please note, 

my e-mail address changed to 

pfinley2CCS@gmail.com.  Please 

update my contact information, as I 

no longer have access to the previ-

ous e-mail address.  Your hours can 

also be mailed to Christ Child Soci-

ety, P.O. Box 5953, Round Rock, 

TX  78683.  

 

Thank you for all that each of you 

does for Christ Child Society and 

His little children. 

 

Pam Finley,  

Membership Chair 

pfinley2CCS@gmail.com 

 The Christmas Social held at Seton Hospital in Round Rock, was a fun-filled evening with 36 
members and guests in attendance.  The evening was full of delicious food, door prizes, fun, 

laughter, and fellowship.  In lieu of a gift exchange, members brought in-kind donations for layettes and hygiene pro-
grams.   
 
We raised well over $500 at the craft sale, silent auction and two raffles, which were supported generously by our 
members.  A ‘Janie Castillo’ baby quilt and an ornate Christmas tree made by Ardeth Hadley and her daughter were 
donated.  Thank you, Ladies, for sharing your creative talents with us.  Additionally, thank you to all the members who pur-
chased craft items and raffle tickets, made crafts and donated their handiwork throughout the year. 
 
The food was delicious and there was plenty of it, so much so that we had to find another table to hold our scrump-
tious feast.  Thank you to everyone who brought a dish to share.  Entertainment included several ga.m.es encouraging 
everyone to participate and enjoy.  To break the ice, and perhaps get to know someone new, guests matched pieces of 
cutout Christmas Cards.  This was not an easy task. 
 
Sue Ridlehuber wrote a poem about our upcoming move from Miss Mary’s Cottage for the traditional right/left 
game.  We found out who did not know the difference between their right and left hands.  The laughter was a nice ad-
dition to the story and enjoyed by all.  Finally, Barbara Forby led a heads-or-tails game as a test before playing it at our 
upcoming EFL in May.  Lots of laughter accompanied the game and when it was down to two people, Maxene Felux 
changed her mind, luckily, at the last minute and won the coveted prize.  In the end, most everyone left with a valued 
door prize or other small remembrance of that special night. 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped plan and set up for the party, and to those who helped clean up and load the cars 

afterward.  It was truly a wonderful evening.  In the event you missed the Christmas Social in 2013, be sure to join us 

in 2014.  You will be glad you did!  

2013 Christmas Social – Delightful Success!  

mailto:pfinley2CCS@gmail.com
mailto:pfinley2CCS@gmail.com
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Christ Child Society, Capital Area Chapter, receives many In-Kind and monetary donations throughout the 

year. In addition, members donate 30 service hours each year – a “precious gift of time and love.” Without any 

one of these generous donations, our chapter would not be able to serve as many of God’s children as we do. 

Thank you, everyone! May God richly bless you all! 
 

September, October, November and December 2013 Donors 

 

Dell Matching Donations from: 

Suzie Hebert, Harrell & Pam Finley 

 

Monetary Donations from: 

Round Rock Medical Center Volunteers 

Our Lady of the Rosary Cemetery & Prayer Gardens (for soul cakes baked by Virginia Pargmann) 

Jan Broxterman, Barbara Forby, Ardeth Hadley, Joan Watkins 

Anonymous donor 

 

Memorial Donations from: 

Lorraine Schuckman In Memory of Sean Hadley 

Ardeth Hadley In Memory of Betty Meredith 

Ofelia Melendez In Memory of Charlie Russell 

 

In Honor of Donations from: 

Flanagan Family In Honor of Sam. & Julie Schultz Family 

 

In-Kind Donations from: 

 
 

This issue recognizes September, October, November and December 2013 donors.  If you made a donation 

that was not listed, we apologize for the omission. Please send an email to Ardeth Hadley at  

lahad38@gmail.com so your donation may be included in the subsequent issue. We want to make sure every 

donor is recognized. 

 

After this issue of The Layette, donors will be recognized once a year. All 2014 donors will be recognized in 

the February 2015 issue. 

• Lynn & Pat Cochran    
• Becky Cook 
• Carus Dental (Dr. Tran) 
• Mary Beth Dennehy 
• Lois Feist 
• Pam Finley 
• Linda Foerster 
• Ardeth Hadley 
• Buddy & Mary Ellen Hobbs 
• Sew Much Fun 
• Sandra Leal 
• Linus Connection 
• Teresa Micek 
• Chonita Olivas 
• Dawn Ortega 

•      Joan Paduano 
• Mary Lou Reinhardt 
• Renaissance Knitting Group 
• Sue Ridlehuber 
• Lorraine Schuckman 
• Julie Schultz 
• Mary Q Smith 
• St Helen’s KJZT Ministry 
• St William's ECDC 
• Maggie Sullivan 
• Threads of Love 
• Zoe Torres 
• Jean Valerga 

•      Joan & Beth Watkins 

•      Rose Zavala 

Thank You Donors for Your Support 

mailto:lahad38@gmail.com
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February  
8  Saturday Layette/Bereavement Workday  9 a.m. – Noon   Stitching Studio 
10  Monday  Layette Committee  7:30 p.m.   Becky’s house 
15  Saturday BOD Meeting   8:30 a.m.  TBD 

  19 Wednesday Prospective Member Dinner 6:30 p.m.  Community Rooms 
            G-town 

24  Monday  EFL Committee   7 p.m.   Wendy’s house 
25  Tuesday  New Member Orientation  6:00 p.m.  Cottage 

  
March  10  Monday  Layette Committee  7:30 p.m.   Becky’s house 
  22 Saturday Layette Assembly/General Mtg 9 a.m.  – noon  St William's Pavilion 

24  Monday  EFL Committee   7 p.m.    Wendy’s house 
 

April  2  Wednesday New Member Orientation (Makeup) 6:00 p.m.  TBD 
  7  Monday  EFL Meeting   7 p.m.    Wendy’s house 

12  Saturday BOD Meeting   8:30 a.m.  TBD 
 28  Monday  Fazoli’s Fundraiser  5 p.m. – 8 p.m.  183 & 620 
  

29  Tuesday  EFL Meeting (Wine Tasting)  7 p.m.    Wendy’s house  
   
May  1 Thursday EFL Meeting   7 p.m.    Cottage 
  14  Wednesday EFL (Evening for the Ladies) 6 p.m.    St William's Parish Hall 

17  Saturday BOD Meeting   8:30 a.m.  TBD 
  
June  2  Monday  EFL Wrap-up Meeting  7 p.m.    Wendy’s house 

18  Wednesday Layette Committee Meeting 6 p.m.    Chonita’s house 
  21  Saturday Founder’s Day Mass &  8:30 a.m.   St William's Chapel 

Installation of Officers/Reception  10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. St William's Pavilion
  

 TBD   BOD Meeting Electronic Meeting 
  28  Saturday Layette Workday   9 a.m. – Noon  Stitching Studio 
  30  Monday  Layette Committee Meeting 10 a.m.    Julie’s house 
 

July  1-31   St William's Baby Shower     St William's 
19  Saturday Layette Assembly/General Mtg  9 a.m.   TBD 

  
August  9  Saturday Craft Workday     9 a.m. – Noon  Stitching Studio 

16  Saturday BOD Meeting    8:30 a.m.  TBD 
    
September 15 Monday  Chick Fil-A Fundraiser  5 p.m. – 8 p.m.  Round Rock Chick Fil-A
   20  Saturday BOD Meeting    8:30 a.m. TBD 
  22  Monday  Layette Committee Meeting 10 a.m.    Julie’s house 
  27  Saturday Craft Workday   9 a.m. – Noon  Stitching Studio 
  
October  1 Wednesday Layette Committee Meeting 6 p.m.    Chonita’s house 

 18  Saturday Layette Assembly/General Mtg  9 a.m.   TBD 
 23 Thursday Schlotzsky’s Fundraiser  5 p.m. – 8 p.m.  La Frontera Schlotzsky’s  

 

November 1 or 8  Saturday St William's Craft Sale  9 a.m. – 4 p.m.   St William's 
15  Saturday BOD Meeting    8:30 a.m.  TBD 

December 9  Tuesday  Christmas Social  6:30 p.m.  TBD 

 

 

Baby Stitches  Wednesday Sewing Group   9 a.m. – 11 a.m.  Janie Castillo’s house 
Bag Ladies  Thursday Cottage    10 a.m. – noon  Cottage 
Yarnaholics   Friday  Knitting Club   10 a.m. – noon  Cottage 

Sew Much Fun  1st Friday Lago Vista Sewing Group  9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. St Mary’s in Lago Vista 

        

2014 Christ Child Society Calendar 


