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I am very humbled to serve as President of this great organization and I look 
forward to the new and exciting challenges coming our way.  If you told me 
when I joined Christ Child Society I would one day be President, I would have 
laughed.  Lorraine Schuckman invited me to the 2008 Prospective Member 
Gathering when Virginia Pargmann was President.  Virginia spoke about the 
ways CCS served children and I was moved deeply by everything she said.  As 
a result, I joined right away because, in my heart, I wanted to help children.  

 
I started embroidering the overlays for the Bereavement Project. They were so tiny and when 
I sewed them, I thought about the mothers who would receive them. What a wonderful way 
to help a mother and her family! Our Layette Project has grown by leaps and bounds. When I 
joined, the only handmade item in the layette was a blanket as the rest of the items were pur-
chased from Gerber.  It warms my heart to know there are so many women helping to make 
hooded towels, wash mitts, burp cloths, and receiving blankets.  It just goes to show, there are 
many talents in the world and everyone’s ideas are important.  
 
A thank you goes out to all the individuals who have volunteered for a position on the board.  
I know we will do great things together!  Additionally, I want to thank everyone for volun-
teering to sew, iron, make crafts, and for taking part in our hygiene and other projects.  With-
out each and every one of you, our organization would not be what it is today. It is amazing 
how much our organization has grown in such a short time and how each year, many women 
continue to join. 
 
After our October Layette Assembly, we will have assembled 900 layettes for the year for 
mothers in need.  When I joined, we only made 200 -300 layettes a year.  We now have re-
quests from organizations that would like to be one of our recipients but are on a waiting list.  
I hope that one day in the near future, we will be able to supply layettes to all mothers who 
are in need.  Thank you to everyone who generously donates in-kind items to help support 
our projects. 
 
I pray that as President I can lead us in the right direction.  Let’s all remember why we volun-

teer in this organization. “It’s for the Children.” With your help, we can accomplish 

anything. 
 

Best regards, 

Barbara Forby Barbara Forby Barbara Forby Barbara Forby  
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President, Barbara Forby 
I have been a member of Christ Child Society since 2008 when 
Lorraine Schuckman invited me to a tea for prospective mem-
bers. I listened to Virginia Pargmann talk about the organization 
and what CCS offered for children and I paid my dues right away.  
I started cross-stitching bereavement gown overlays and loved 
meeting and getting to know the women in CCS.  Because of this 
organization, a number of wonderful ladies have come into my 
life.  I love doing crafts, reading, traveling, and spending time with 
my kids and husband.  A few things you may not know about me: 
I grew up in New York and was a waitress for 10 years.  This was 

before I started at the Post Office, where I have been employed for 30 years this year.  I have a 35-year old 
son who is in the Navy and a daughter.  She is 32, works for Apple, and lives in Round Rock. 
 
President-Elect, Sarah Brunet 
Becky Cook and Wendy Bierschenk both sponsored me in 2010 and told me about CCS. I was excited to 
hear about the layettes and wanted to join right then.  My first event was Evening for the Ladies where I 
learned about the Bereavement and Hygiene projects.  I saw this as an excellent opportunity to get our youth 
involved in seeking donations for the hygiene project.  I enjoy volunteering in local organizations and love 
spending time with family and friends.  I have attended St. William's Catholic Church since I was born and 
have lived in Round Rock my entire life (except when I went to college). Tom and I love to travel when we 
can. 
 

Vice President of Fundraising, Becky Cook 
While working for the Pro-Life Office in 2005, Mickey Rowland invited me to attend a new member prospec-
tive gathering, as Gabriel Projects was a recipient of the layette ministry.  When I heard about the organiza-
tion and everything that was being done, I joined right away.  I like reading, playing with my girls, and garden-
ing.  I'm a bit of a math and science nerd and have a degree in Physics.  During college, I earned money by 
tutoring students in math.  Additionally, I own my own jewelry and rosary business.  This endeavor keeps me 
busy when I'm not caring for my kids or volunteering for CCS. 
 

Recording Secretary, Liz Velasquez 
I learned about Christ Child Society in the fall of 2013 while attending an ACTS Retreat (focus on Adoration, 

Community, Theology and Service).  After the retreat, I met Ofelia Melendez when her work 
group moved into the building where I work.  It was then that she invited me to the CCS 
Christmas Social.  I learned about the fabulous work that this wonderful group of people ac-
complishes and immediately wanted to be a part of this team.  As a result, I joined in March 
2014.  I love spending time outdoors, especially when I am close to the water - a river, lake 
or ocean. I donate blood every 8 weeks, volunteer for the Multicultural Refugee Coalition and 
enjoy spending time with family and friends. I do not know how to sew but Chonita and other 
members have been patient teaching me how to loom baby hats. 
 

Treasurer, Sue Ridlehuber  
I enjoy swimming, reading and working in my garden. In fact, it was at the pool where I met 

Julie Schultz who invited me to a dinner for prospective members in 2010. After the presentation, I realized 
this was something worthwhile.  Because of the kids, I knew this was something I could do with my time.  I 
don't sew or knit, but I found other ways to help CCS.  This includes making crafts to sell at the annual craft 
sale, joining various committees along with the Cottage 'Bag Ladies,' and, of course, keeping up with the fi-
nances of our busy organization.  

 

Meet Our New Executive Board 

Left to right:  Sue Ridlehuber, Becky Cook,   Sarah Bru-

net, Barbara  Forby. 

Liz Velasquez 
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The Craft Committee invites CCS members to make handmade craft 
projects to sell at the St. William Catholic Church Craft show on Sat-
urday November 1st.  This is our chapter’s second largest fundraiser.  
Members create and donate items sold at the craft show, meetings, 
and the CCS Christmas Social. 
 
Do you have a craft idea you would like to share with the commit-
tee?  We would love to hear about and see your crafts.  This year we 
will have two booths to enable us to display our crafts more attrac-
tively.   

 
At the first meeting on June 23rd, a show and tell of various projects was discussed by Rachell Beltran, 
Becky Cook, Ardeth Hadley, Rose Zavala, and Ofelia Melendez.  Others expressing an interest to help on 
this committee are Wendy Bierschenk, Liz Velasquez, Janie Castillo, Barbara Forby, Sarah Brunet, Vir-
ginia Pargmann, Joan Watkins, Sue Greene, LaVerne Rinken, Mary Beth Den-
nehy and Dawn Ortega. 
 
What are some items that will be sold? 

• Aprons  *  Crocheted headbands with changeable flowers 
• Precious Messes  *  Baby bottle animal cozies 
• Quilts  *  Receiving blankets                 *  Hand wash cloths 
• Burp cloths  *  Dolly & me blankets                 * Christmas ornaments 
• Christmas wreaths 

What theme do the crafts have to be? 
The only “theme” we follow is that the items must be handcrafted. 
 
I would like to help but cannot do so.  Will you accept donations to buy supplies used for the crafts? 
Members purchase all items needed to make the crafts.  Donations are accepted or you can sponsor/
purchase items needed for this fundraising project. 
 

For more information or to donate crafts, please contact: 
 

2014 Craft Committee Welcomes Handmade Items   

By Ofelia Melendez 

Baby-Bottle-Coozie 

           By Sue Ridlehuber 

The baby is crying! Oh, what shall I do? 

The bottle is filled, but my baby’s still blue. 

 

Perhaps she is lonely, that baby of mine… 

I’ll give her a friend, if she continues to whine. 

 

And who can I count on? My, what a doozie!  

My baby will LOVE this little Bottle Coozie. 
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“You have many duties.  God has 
laid out before you duties enough 
to fill your life�” - Mary Virginia 
Merrick 
 
How very true this statement is 
from our Founder MVM.  We had 
a wonderful turnout for our layette 
workday on Saturday, June 28th.  
Almost 20 members plus 2 friends 

(potential members in the making) gathered at the 
Stitching Studio in NW Austin.   
 
Members worked on all sorts of projects.  Some tied 
Miraculous Medals to prayer cards while others knit-
ted or crocheted.  A large group of workers sewed 
Precious Messes, which are re-usable baby wipes.  
They will be included in layettes as washcloths when 
available.  Our very own Becky Cook created them 
and we believe she 

should patent the design.  Another project consisted 
of scraps of flannel stitched together, cut into 12”x24” 
strips, sewn into squares, turned, ironed, and finally 
topstitched.  These wonderful squares can be used 
for all sorts of baby cleanups.  Becky even has a cute 
recipe card for making homemade solutions from 
natural ingredients.   
 
If you missed this workday, do not despair.  Come to 
the next events scheduled for August 9th and Septem-
ber 27th.  We have many things left to do! 
 

By Chonita Olivas & Julie Schultz  

CCS Layette Workday 

Chick FilChick FilChick FilChick Fil----A SocialA SocialA SocialA Social    
    

Monday, September 25Monday, September 25Monday, September 25Monday, September 25thththth    ----    5 pm 5 pm 5 pm 5 pm ––––    8 pm8 pm8 pm8 pm    
    

Pflugerville Chick FilPflugerville Chick FilPflugerville Chick FilPflugerville Chick Fil----AAAA    

    Schlotzsky’s SocialSchlotzsky’s SocialSchlotzsky’s SocialSchlotzsky’s Social    
    

Thursday, October 23Thursday, October 23Thursday, October 23Thursday, October 23rdrdrdrd    ----    5 pm 5 pm 5 pm 5 pm ––––    8 pm8 pm8 pm8 pm    
    

La Frontera  Schlotzsky’sLa Frontera  Schlotzsky’sLa Frontera  Schlotzsky’sLa Frontera  Schlotzsky’s    
 

Save These Dates 

 

Bring your family and friends to both events  
for an evening of fun and fellowship.  
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“I shall be more careful to render to 
God the homage that is His due.”  - 
Mary Virginia Merrick 
 
Each year we pause to truly remem-
ber and give thanks to God for al-
lowing us to pursue His work and 
the works of the Christ Child Soci-

ety.  Our annual Founder’s Day Mass was held on 
Saturday, June 21st at the Sacred Heart Chapel on 
the St. William’s campus.  Msgr. Louis Pavliceck did 
an outstanding job and the little chapel was filled to 
capacity with CCS members and St. William parish-
ioners.   
 
The Gospel readings for the Mass (Matthew 6:24-
34) were just so perfect for our Founder’s Day cele-
brations: 
 
33 Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on God's 
saving justice, and all these other things will be 
given you as well.  34 So do not worry about tomor-
row: tomorrow will take care of itself.  Each day has 
enough trouble of its own. 

 

As several of our tenured members are fond of re-
minding us, “The Christ Child will provide.”  How 
very true those words are!!  We welcomed 16 new 
members into our ranks.  Msgr. Louis blessed these 
new members and our new officers after the mass. 
 
After Mass, everyone adjourned to the Pavilion for 
the Induction of the new members and the Installa-
tion of the new Executive Board.  
 
By Virginia Pargmann & Julie Schultz 

Founder’s Day Mass 
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2014 Christ Child Society Calendar 

Aug 9  Sat  Craft Workday      9 am – Noon  Stitching Studio 
 11 Monday  New Member Get-Together  10 am   Cottage 
 16  Saturday BOD Meeting     8:30 am  TBD 
 18 Monday  Craft Committee   7 pm   Janie Castillo’s house 
 19 Tuesday New Member Get-Together  6:30 pm  Cottage 
    
Sept 8 Monday  Layette Committee Meeting  6:30 pm  Julie’s house 
 15 Monday  Chick Fil-A Fundraiser   5 pm – 8 pm  Pflugerville Chick Fil-A
 27  Saturday Craft Workday    9 am – Noon  Stitching Studio 
  
Oct 1 Wednesday Layette Committee Meeting  6:30  pm  Chonita’s house 
 11 Saturday Craft Committee Meeting  9 am   TBD 

18  Saturday Layette Assembly/General Mtg  9 am   TBD 
23 Thursday Schlotzsky’s Fundraiser  5 pm – 8 pm  LaFrontera  

 

Nov 1  Saturday St William’s Craft Sale   9 am – 4 pm   St William Pavilion
  

Dec 9  Tuesday Christmas Social   6:30 pm  TBD 

Baby Stitches  Wednesday Sewing Group  9 am – 11 am  Janie Castillo’s house 
Bag Ladies  Thursday Cottage   10 am – noon  Cottage 
Yarnaholics   Friday  Knitting Club  10 am – noon  Cottage 
Sew Much Fun  -----  Lago Vista Sewing Group Will not meet  until Sept    

Our July Layette Assembly and 
Potluck events were fabulous!  We 
distributed 309 layettes in July, 
which consisted of 127 boy, 127 
girl, 53 neutral, and 2 preemie 
packages.  Catholic Charities, Wil-
liamson County & Cities Health 
District Community Health Educa-
tion & Social Services, University 
Medical Center – Brackenridge and 
Our Lady of Angels Maternity 
Home in Temple were the recipi-
ents of the layettes.  Typically, over 
20 organizations receive layettes 
regularly from Christ Child Society.  
Some of the organizations may not 
need layettes each time, especially 
the smaller parish such as the 
Gabriel Projects.   
 
This year, 727 layettes have been 
distributed.  This project is so suc-
cessful because of the fundraising 
events.  We are thankful for the 

support, which includes both mone-
tary and in-kind received from CCS 
members, supporters, and friends.  
If you would like to help with the 
Layette Project or the assembly, 
please contact Julie or Chonita.  
Many small tasks are available to 
help make the project a success.  
Please join us at our Layette Com-
mittee meetings, which are Mon-
day, September 8th at 6:30pm at 
Julie’s house and Monday, October 
1st at 6:30pm at Chonita’s house. 
Mark your calendar for the October 

Layette Assembly and General 

Meeting scheduled for Saturday, 

October 18th at 9am at the Cottage. 

 

By Chonita Olivas & Julie Schultz 

 

 

Layette Assembly 
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During the ceremony, 16 candles were lit for each 
new member.  Each radiated from a central unity can-
dle representing Mary Virginia Merrick.  Her light was 
so great that nearly 130 years later, it still shines 
through every member of CCS. 
 
After the new members made their time-honored 
vows, all CCS members renewed their pledge to our 
mission of meeting children’s spiritual, physical, emo-
tional, and economic needs.  We are especially proud 
to welcome the following new members for 2014: 
 
 Marsha Benda Meg Beasley 
 Candy Boyer  Berniece Donnellan
 Vicki Flegal  Jan Gallagher 
 Carol Jones  Mary Jones 
 Lucy Miller  Dawn Ortega 
 Sharon Reininger Jean Seero 
 Zoe Torres  Mary Sowders
 Liz Velasquez Beth Watkins  
 
Following the induction of new members, the 2014-
2016 Executive Board was installed.  Led by out-
going President Ofelia Melendez, President Bar-
bara Forby; President-Elect Sarah Brunet; Vice 
President of Fundraising Rebecca Cook; and 
Treasurer Sue Ridlehuber repeated a pledge of 

dedication to provide leadership for the growth of our 
local chapter.  Other members of the Board of Direc-
tors were also recognized for their commitment to 
serve: 
 
• Bereavement Chairpersons - Mary Beth  
 Dennehy, Lois Feist 
• Corresponding Secretary - Wendy Bierschenk; 

Historian, Rose Zavala  
•  Hygiene Chairpersons - Mary Q. Smith, Joan 

Watkins, Beth Watkins 
• Layette Chairpersons - Julie Schultz, Chonita 

Olivas 
• Membership Chairperson -  Pam Finley 
• Newsletter Editor - Ardeth Hadley  
 
Finally, Past-President Virginia Pargmann gave an 
inspirational speech entitled “What CCS Means to 
Me.”  She highlighted many, many times when our 
chapter was in need and the Christ Child did provide. 
 
Before the Induction, members and their families en-
joyed a brunch reception hosted by the Gavel Club, 
which consists of past chapter presidents. 
 

BySue Ridlehuber 

CCS Induction Service 
 
On Saturday, June 21st, Christ Child Society of 
Texas, Capital Area, inducted 16 new members.  A 
special observance was held at the Pavilion of St. 
William Catholic Church honoring our founder, Mary 
Virginia Merrick.   
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2014 Christ Child Society Calendar 
Aug 9  Sat  Craft Workday      9 am – Noon  Stitching Studio 
 11 Monday  New Member Get-Together  10 am   Cottage 
 16  Saturday BOD Meeting     8:30 am  TBD 
 18 Monday  Craft Committee   7 pm   Janie Castillo’s house 
 19 Tuesday New Member Get-Together  6:30 pm  Cottage 
    
Sept 8 Monday  Layette Committee Meeting  6:30 pm  Julie’s house 
 15 Monday  Chick Fil-A Fundraiser   5 pm – 8 pm  Pflugerville Chick Fil-A
 27  Saturday Craft Workday    9 am – Noon  Stitching Studio 
  
Oct 1 Wednesday Layette Committee Meeting  6:30  pm  Chonita’s house 
 11 Saturday Craft Committee Meeting  9 am   TBD 

18  Saturday Layette Assembly/General Mtg  9 am   TBD 
23 Thursday Schlotzsky’s Fundraiser  5 pm – 8 pm  LaFrontera  

 

Nov 1  Saturday St William’s Craft Sale   9 am – 4 pm   St William Pavilion
  

Dec 9  Tuesday Christmas Social   6:30 pm  TBD 

Baby Stitches  Wednesday Sewing Group  9 am – 11 am  Janie Castillo’s house 
Bag Ladies  Thursday Cottage   10 am – noon  Cottage 
Yarnaholics   Friday  Knitting Club  10 am – noon  Cottage 
Sew Much Fun  -----  Lago Vista Sewing Group Will not meet  until Sept    

 

Our July Layette Assembly and Pot-

luck was fabulous! We distributed 309 

layettes in July (127 boy, 127 girl, 53 

neutral and 2 preemie layettes). Four 

recipients (Catholic Charities, Wil-

liamson County & Cities Health Dis-

trict Community Health Education  

 

& Social Services, University Medical 

Center – Brackenridge and Our Lady 

of Angels Maternity Home in Temple) 

requested layettes.  

 

There are over 20 organizations that 

regularly receive layettes from Christ 

Child Society. Some of the organiza-

tions, especially the smaller parish 

Gabriel Projects, do not need layettes 

every time.  

 

We are so very thankful for all the 

fundraising (both monetary and in-

kind) received from CCS members 

and CCS supporters and friends. We 

have distributed 727 layettes this 

year.  

 

If you would like to help with the 

Layette Project, in addition to the as-

sembly, please contact Julie or 

Chonita. We have many small tasks 

that help make this project a success.  

 

Join us at our Layette Committee 

meetings - Monday, September 8th at 

6:30pm at Julie’s house and Monday, 

October 1st at 6:30pm at Chonita’s 

house.  

 

Mark your calendar for the October 

Layette Assembly and General Meet-

ing – Saturday, October 18th at 9am at 

the Cottage. 

Layette Assembly 
By Chonita Olivas and Julie Schultz 
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Fourth Annual Baby Shower At St. William Successful 
This year’s Baby Shower was a huge success!  Thank you, Father Dean and 

St. William Catholic Church for allowing Christ Child Society to hold the baby 

shower throughout July.  

 

This year we  received the following items from the baby shower: 

DIAPERS 1324 (110 dozen)  WIPES   170 

SLEEPERS 42   ONESIES  274 

CAPS  74   RECEIVING BLANKETS 15 

SOCKS   169   BURP CLOTHS  15 

TOYS  25   WASH CLOTHS  21 

BIBS  106   QUILTS/BLANKETS 4 

These items help us to continue to serve God’s children in the Austin area and 

meet our goal of 900 layettes for the year.  Thank you, St. William parishion-

ers for your support and generosity! 
 

Christ Child Society would like to host baby showers at other churches. If you 

belong to a church other than St. William, please consider organizing this event 

at your church.  There are easy-to-follow instructions as well as help to accom-

plish this task.  You do not have to do it by yourself.  

 

Contact Barbara Forby at Barbara.j.forby@usps.gov or Ofelia Melendez at  

Ofelia_melendez@yahoo.com for questions or comments.  

Thank you, St. William ParishionersThank you, St. William ParishionersThank you, St. William ParishionersThank you, St. William Parishioners    


