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In the words of Mary Virginia Merrick,
“Nothing is ever too much to do for a child.”

President’s Corner

The President’s Corner by Barbara Forby

A lot has happened since the last newsletter. Great news - we have reached a milestone. Our
chapter has assembled 5,000 layettes since our Chapter was chartered in 2002. We celebrated
with a cake at our October Layette Assembly. It was very exciting to know we have helped so
many families! Sad news – effective December 31, 2014, we will be homeless because Miss
Mary’s Cottage and the old hospital in Georgetown have both been sold. Good news - Becky
Cook contacted the Annunciation Board and asked if they could help us in our search for a new
home. We will be meeting with them soon and discussing our options. We will also be
exploring other options. Since there is a possibility that our Chapter will need to pay rent and/or
utilities, we need to think of other ways to generate additional income. Some of our members
have volunteered to help in this venture. If you have any ideas or suggestions, or if you are
interested in helping in the search for a new home, please contact me.
In the beginning of July, I started a new project, Sweet Dreams, with help from Ardeth Hadley.
The purpose of Sweet Dreams is to supply NICU units at hospitals with knitted hats for the
babies. Ardeth and I delivered 25 hats to Seton Hospital in Austin. We toured the NICU and saw
the nurses caring for these tiny babies. The hospital has a need for volunteers to rock babies and
help the nurses. I am hoping that Sweet Dreams will continue to need our support.
Chonita and I attended the National CCS Convention in Phoenix. What a wonderful opportunity
to meet the Presidents and members of other chapters! I was chosen to give a short presentation
to all the attendees explaining how we keep our members involved. I spoke about the Thursday
“Bag” Ladies, Baby Stitches, Yarnaholics, Welcome Committee and Sew Much Fun, our Lago
Vista group, to name a few. Several chapters asked questions about our programs. Our Chapter
has received a lot of publicity because we are a small group and we do so much. One new
chapter loved our blue bags and asked for information about purchasing them. Thank you to
everyone who volunteers and helps make our Chapter successful. Thank you, Joan Watkins, for
bragging about us to National. We appreciate all you do for us.
Let’s all remember why we volunteer in this organization. “It’s for the Children”. With your
help and prayers, The Christ Child will provide for the children’s needs as well as a new home.
Together, we can accomplish anything.
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Catholic Charities of Central Texas Award
by Barbara Forby
The Catholic Charities of Central Texas Mission Statement is: “People of faith serving anyone in need by
strengthening families and promoting respect for human dignity and life.”
On August 26th, Catholic Charities of Central Texas selected Christ Child Society of Texas, Capital Area
Chapter, to receive their 2014 Social Ministry Partner Award. The award was in recognition of the
continued support that CCS has given to the Gabriel Project Life Center through our donation of layettes
and angel gowns. Catholic Charities stated that their work to care for children in Central Texas could not
have happened without the extraordinary support of Christ Child Society.
A short description of our organization was given. Bishop Joe Vasquez and some members of the Catholic
Charities board presented the award to CCS members Becky Cook, Barbara Forby, Ofelia Melendez and
Chonita Olivas. It was an honor to have this award presented to our chapter!
Ofelia, Becky, Barbara and Chonita are joined by Bishop Vasquez and the Executive Director

Evening for the Ladies is May 13th
Hollywood Night with the Stars:
Walking the Red Carpet
Join your friends for an evening of fun!
There are lots of ways to help (and earn some extra hours):
•
•
•
•

Join a committee
Donate auction items or gift cards
Buy and/or sell tickets
Help set up and take down on the Big Day

To volunteer or more information, call Wendy at 512-775-9744
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Stitching Studio Craft Workdays
by Sue Ridlehuber
Our Craft Fair was fast approaching as several little CCS ‘elves’ were slaving away at two Stitching
Studio Workdays. On Saturday, August 9th and Saturday, September 27th, a number of our members
completed projects that will be offered for sale at the November Craft Fairs. Along with lots of visiting,
a little gossip and some yummy breakfast treats, we worked on a wide variety of unique gifts and holiday
decor.
In August, Ardeth Hadley and Sue Ridlehuber made burlap Christmas trees while Virginia Pargmann and
Pat Conger worked on yo-yo ornaments. Rachell Beltran sewed & stuffed her popular little bottle cozies,
while Ofelia Melendez and Maxene Felux created original bracelets to sell. Mary Q Smith, Berniece
Donnellen, Mary Beth Dennehy, Rose Zavala and Sarah Brunet (along with her two adorable and patient
children) spent most of the morning outside spray-painting chalkboards to be framed and decorated.
In September, Mary Q, Liz Velasquez and Mary Beth put the finishing touches on a dozen chalk-boards
which are good for memos, lists and other notes. Linda Foerster, Virginia, Chonita Olivas and Zoe Torres
crocheted scrubbies from net, while discussing the virtues of cutting with the grain or against the grain.
(Rumor has it that while ‘rough scrubbies’ will help you clean those pots and pans, ‘smooth scrubbies’ can
wipe away your dead skin. Who needs a Loofa with these clever ladies around?) Meanwhile Barbara
Forby (and her granddaughter, Mili), LaVerne Rinkin, Sue Greene, Sue R and Pat created Ruth Hlas’
famous burlap nativity ornaments that include the Holy Family, Wise Men and Shepherd.
Thanks to ALL the ‘crafty’ ladies of CCS for donating your time, gifts and the sweat of your brow to help
make the Crafts Fair(s) a success!

Virginia & Linda crochet scrubbies.

Mary Q, Liz & Mary Beth decorate chalk boards.

Christ Child Society FUN-raisers!
by Sue Ridlehuber
If you missed our Chick-fil-A Social on Monday, September 15th, or our Schlotzsky’s Social on October
23rd, then you missed an opportunity to visit with other CCS members and their families, enjoy some good
food (the Chick-fil-A chocolate chip cookies and Schlotzsky’s yogurt were delish!) as well as a chance to
help raise funds for our chapter. While we earned $130 at Chick fil-A and $105 at Schlotzsky’s to add to
our coffers, we mainly laughed and visited with other CCS members and their families.
Please think about joining us at future socials. CCS receives 20% of the total amount of the receipts
collected. It's a super easy way for you to help our chapter and have fun with your CCS friends.
Hey, ya gotta eat, right?
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2014 NCCS Convention
by Barbara Forby and Chonita Olivas
On September 21-24, Barbara Forby and Chonita Olivas attended the 42nd National Christ Child
Society Convention held in Scottsdale, Arizona. We were one of 34 chapters represented. The
event was held at the Fire Sky Resort and Spa, a divine location that offered a lot of wonderful
activities. However, we were unable to participate in them because our schedule was filled with
seminars, meetings and organized meals.
We met a lot of new people and Barbara reunited with some ladies who attended the Conference
last year. One of the exciting things is talking to attendees and discovering how diversified the
service projects are in each chapter:
•
•
•

One chapter is responsible for a school library;
Another chapter provides clothing and food to homeless shelters; and
A third chapter works directly with children to teach them leadership, citizenship,
organizational skills, etc.

We became known as the “knitting ladies” of the convention. We taught a few members how to
loom knit hats for their layettes or for older children. The Baltimore Chapter received their
charter Saturday night and they planned to purchase a few looms and take them to homeless
shelters to have children make hats for themselves and their friends.
One morning, during breakfast, the Phoenix Chapter
told us about the teddy bears they give to children at
shelters and how much the bears mean to these
children because they leave their violent homes with
nothing but the clothes they are wearing. Our interest
in the teddy bears caused the Phoenix members to ask
their Board if they could give a bear to each chapter.
Several of the workers from this shelter spoke at
Saturday’s lunch and presented a teddy bear to each
chapter- ours is at the Cottage.
Each chapter was asked to donate an item for the raffle
that was held at dinner Saturday night. Our chapter
donated a necklace, bracelet and earrings made by our
own Becky Cook. While Chonita was putting her
tickets in the bags, she saw a picture of a boy pulling a
red wagon. As she put a ticket in the bag, she thought,
“If I win this picture, I will hang it at the Cottage”;
check it out the next time you are at the Cottage.
Joan Watkins also attended the convention and she and her daughter, Erin, gave a presentation
and showed off their acting skills. It was great fun to watch.
If you would like to find out more about the convention, contact Barbara or Chonita. If you ever
have a chance to attend a National CCS Convention or Conference, take advantage of the
opportunity because you will learn a lot and it is great fun.
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Lago Vista Baby Shower
by Jan Broxterman
The 3rd annual Lago Vista Baby Shower was held at St. Mary’s Catholic Church from July 27th
through August 17th. On September 4th, CCS members, Mae Sukup and Jan Broxterman and Jan’s
husband Roger, delivered the following items to the cottage:
Diapers (65 dozen)
Baby wipes (59)
Receiving blankets (107)
Hooded towels (10)
Washcloths (16)
Blankets (3)
Books (30+)

Bibs (7)
Hats (13)
Gowns (3)
Socks/booties (141)
Burp cloths (7)
Pajamas (4)
Shoes (1 pair)

Thank you, St Mary’s parishioners, for your continued support of Christ Child Society.

New Member Get Together
by Sue Ridlehuber
Did you know that we have 17 new members? You read that
right…CCS has SEVENTEEN new members this year. The
‘Class of 2014’ is one of the largest in our history so as CCS
continues to grow, we want to nurture each new member and
make her feel welcome and comfortable in our organization.
To that end, the Welcome Committee held two get-togethers in
August, especially for new and prospective members. Though
some of our newest recruits live in other cities or were
enjoying summer vacations, nine ladies joined the members of
the Welcome committee for a special gathering at Miss Mary’s
cottage.
To make it more convenient for everyone, we held two different get-togethers - one during the
lunch hour on August 11th and the other during the dinner hour on August 19th. Ardeth, Barbara,
Pam and Sue welcomed Marsha Benda, Candy Boyer, Berniece Donnellan, Susan Horvath and
Zoe Torres at 11am on Monday and then received Meg Beasley, Vicki Flegal, Lisa McGraw and
Liz Velasquez at 6:30pm on Tuesday. During each meeting we enjoyed get-to-know-you games,
heard a brief history of CCS, took a tour of the cottage with tutoring about each of our service
projects, and then we shared a good meal together. Our hope is to make each new member feel
like a valued part of our organization as they get to know us and each other better, and we hope
they will find a comfortable niche for themselves in CCS.
Be sure to welcome all of our new members when you see them and make them feel ‘at home’ in
Christ Child Society of Texas!
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Layette Assembly
by Chonita Olivas and Julie Schultz
Our October Layette Assembly and General Meeting was wonderful! Thank you to all the
members who came either Thursday evening or Saturday morning or both to help us assemble
layettes.
In case you missed the assembly and meeting, we shared some really big news! We have
distributed over 5000 layettes helping 5000 babies (and their moms)! The exact number of
layettes that we have distributed is 5321!! This is very exciting news and a wonderful milestone
for our young chapter!
We distributed 307 layettes in October (123 boy, 112 girl, and 72 neutral layettes) to seven
recipient organizations:
• Catholic Charities
• Williamson County & Cities Health District Community Health Education & Social
Services
• Williamson County WIC Services
• St. Vincent de Paul Society at St. William’s
• South Austin Pregnancy Resource Center
• St. Austin Gabriel Project
• CommUnity Care Health Center
We have distributed 1056 layettes this year. As a reminder: we have a list of over 20
organizations that regularly receive layettes from Christ Child Society. Not all of the
organizations (especially the smaller parish Gabriel Projects) need layettes every time. We have a
small stock of layettes at the cottage just in case an organization is in need before our next
assembly.
We are so very thankful for all the fundraising (both monetary and in-kind) that we receive from
CCS members and CCS supporters and friends. We are in dire need of a new home. As of Dec
31st, we will not have our beloved cottage. Please keep CCS needs in your prayers.
If you would like to help with any part of the Layette Project, please contact Julie or Chonita.
There are lots of small tasks that make the whole project a success. Join us at our Layette
Committee meetings Monday, January 27th at 6:30pm at Julie’s house and Monday, February 16th
at 6:30pm at Chonita’s house.
Mark your calendar for the March Layette Assembly and General Meeting – tentatively
scheduled for Saturday, March 7th at 9am at a location to be determined (TBD).
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October Layette Assembly

1. Teresa Micek checks out the yarn supply
2. Maxene Felux shops at the craft sale
3. LaVerne Rinken pays her dues to Membership Chair, Pam Finley

Christmas Social
When: Tuesday, December 9th at 6:30 pm
Where: Seton Hospital, Round Rock
What to bring:
Your favorite dish for our Pot-Luck
Donations of full-size toothpaste for our Hygiene project

There will be games, door prizes, a Ticket Toss ‘auction’
and one last chance to purchase unique gifts from our craft sale.
Join us for the Fun, Food and Fellowship during this wonderful Holiday Season!
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2014 – 2015 Christ Child Society Calendar
Please note: You will see that many of the activities on the calendar are missing a date, time or
place because we will be relocating in 2015. Watch for final information on these activities when
you receive your “Save the Date” email each month.
November

December
January

February

BOD meeting

6:30 pm

17 – Monday,

EFL Committee

7:00 pm

Wendy’s house

9 – Tuesday,

Christmas Social

6:30 pm

Seton Hospital

TBD

Recognition Dinner

TBD

TBD
TBD

14 – Wednesday,

BOD meeting

6:30 pm

26 – Monday,

Layette Committee

6:30 pm

11 – Wednesday,

Executive BOD

6:30 pm

16 – Monday,

Layette Committee

6:30 pm

TBD

Julie’s house
TBD
Chonita’s house

Founder’s Day Mass & Induction

TBD

Layette Assembly/General Mtg 9 am

TBD

March

7 – Saturday,

April

8 – Wednesday,

BOD meeting

22 – Wednesday,

Hygiene Bag Assembly

TBD
May

TBD

12 – Wednesday,

13 – Wednesday,
20 – Wednesday,

6:30 pm

TBD

TBD

TBD

Schlotzsky’s Social

5 – 8 pm

LaFrontera

Evening for the Ladies

6:00 pm

St William

6:30 pm

TBD

Executive BOD

Baby Stitches – Wednesday Sewing Group

9 – 11 am

Janie Castillo’s house

Bag Ladies – Thursday Cottage Group

10 – noon

Cottage

Yarnaholics – Friday Knitting group

will not meet until we are in a new location

Sew Much Fun – 1st Friday, Lago Vista Group

9:30 – 1 pm
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St. Mary’s, Lago Vista

