See the Christ Child in every child and serve Him
Mary Virginia Merrick • 1866-1955 • Founder • National Christ Child Society

CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY OF TEXAS
CAPITAL AREA, INC.

INSIDE

Volume 9 Issue 3

October 2010

Presidents Message
Dear Christ Child Members and Friends,

▪ Representatives of
local agencies share
stories of mothers and
children who benefit
from CCS service
projects
▪ NCCS Annual Giving
Campaign
▪ Capital Area Chapter
is looking for a
permanent home
▪ Save the Date
Evening for the Ladies
▪ Committee updates
▪ Capital Area
brochure & donation
envelope included
with this issue

Fall is in the air! We have many exciting projects gearing up as the school year starts. We are
thrilled to be back at Berkman Elementary, continuing our ESL book club. This is a very
rewarding project that truly embraces the Christ Child initiative of “Challenging Poverty: One
Child at a Time.” We are also excited to kick off our newest service project, providing hygiene
packets in drawstring backpacks to homeless middle school students of RRISD for summer
2011. There are over 500 homeless students in RRISD. These are students who do not have a
permanent residence to call home. The project will serve about 100 middle school students this
year and grow to include high school students in years to come.
Our other projects are continuing in full force. CCS members are providing hygiene packets for
elementary students at Berkman again this year. The October layette assembly is scheduled for
October 23rd at St. William’s. Our bereavement committee has a large inventory of
bereavement sets ready to distribute.
We have a wonderful membership base – we have grown to about 75 members and hope to add
to our ranks at our Prospective Member Gathering. Thank you all for answering the call to help
the children of our area. Each little stitch or donation is a prayer for hope and betterment to
help children and their parents break the cycle of poverty. Anything that we can do to help is so
worthwhile.
In the words of our Christ Child Society founder, Mary Virginia Merrick, “Let not a day pass …
without having performed a kind act, without accomplishing something.” Thank you for all you
do in the name of the Christ Child.
Julie Schlutz
President, CCS of Texas, Capital Area, Inc.

NCCS Founder
Mary Virginia Merrick

This issue of the Capital Area Newsletter highlights the personal side of our many service
projects. Christ Child Society of Texas, Capital Area would like to thank representatives of

the organizations we collaborate with for taking time to share their personal observations and
experiences with us. It is so necessary that our volunteers and donors alike have the opportunity

to share in these stories, to understand the need as well as know the honest appreciation of
those we serve. For over a century Christ Child Society Chapters throughout the country

have developed a host of diverse projects that meet specific community needs for children. The
members of the Capital Area Chapter are working to ease the burdens of women and children
struggling with the very real challenges of poverty right here in our own community.

Gabriel Project Life Center, Austin

Submitted by Pamela Otten, Director, Gabriel Project Life Center

At the Gabriel Project Life Center we see women for free pregnancy tests, throughout her pregnancy, and up until her baby is one year
old. We help women choose life – and when she chooses life, we support her with parenting classes, mentoring, spiritual support, and
material assistance. We offer this same support to the father of the child.
As part of this program and thanks to the Christ Child Society, when we visit with a pregnant woman, if she is within about three
weeks of her due date, we present her with a Christ Child Layette. These beautiful Layettes are gifts we enjoy giving so much because
of the light that comes to the eyes of the mother-to-be. Personally, I give out a Christ Child Layette about once a week.
One day, I had the rare privilege of giving out three Layettes. I’ll share one of the stories with you. I met with Amber (not her real
name) who is in her thirties and lives in the Salvation Army Women’s Shelter. She had been referred to the Gabriel Project Life Center
by another pregnant woman who I had seen the prior week. Amber was nine months pregnant and had been in the hospital with false
labor the night before her first visit to our Center. When she arrived, she was hot and tired having walked 3 ½ miles from the shelter in
the Texas heat. When Amber gives birth, she will have to find out the paternity of this child because it could be one of two men - one
of whom is in prison. She placed a child for adoption nine years ago when she was a victim of rape. She is clean from narcotics through
this pregnancy and plans to raise her child. When I gave her the Christ Child Layette, she admitted that up until that moment, she had
nothing for her baby.
This is one of the many stories that we hear at the Gabriel Project Life Center. We know that the Christ Child Layettes nourish our
clients in more ways than just the material. They provide a great service for us as well. For me, knowing that each of these parents has
the Shaken Baby Syndrome pamphlet gives me a piece of mind because this is the population that is at risk for shaking their babies.
When I give a Christ Child Layette, I am confident that we’ve shown them love in a very tangible way. Thank you!

Each Christ Child Layette contains only hand sewn and brand new baby items. Hand sewn blankets
and bath towels go through a very thorough quality control process.

All books or toys are age

appropriate with no removable parts or pieces. Clothing items are donated new or purchased wholesale,
in bulk from Gerber Company. For some mothers the contents of their layette will be the only brand new
items they receive for their infant. Our volunteers are very passionate about this service project!

Annunciation Maternity Home, Georgetown

Submitted by JaLeta Tidmore

Amy came to our shelter from Families in Crisis, where she’d found safe shelter from domestic violence. Because she was pregnant,
they called me and sent her by taxi to our shelter. Amy was 19 and had been in foster care since age 6. Bad behavior kept her
moving from home to home until she was finally sent to juvenile detention center where she lived from age 12 to 16. Once released,
she spent the next 3 years in a life of prostitution and homelessness. It took her awhile after arriving to feel comfortable and safe.
Within a few weeks she had seen an OB doctor and knew she was expecting a little girl, her first child. According to the rules of our
shelter a resident can stay up to 90 days, and if she has her baby during that time, an additional 5 weeks after the birth of the child.
Amy’s daughter was born right on time. Because she had no family or friends, all the baby’s clothes were provided by our shelter.
When the sisters presented her with the beautiful pink layette you provided, Amy cried with happiness. Not only did she feel
special, she knew someone had taken time to put together all the things her baby would need in the days ahead. Amy left our shelter
and moved in with a family she met at a local church. They have provided her with a loving and safe environment and we pray each
day that she will mature into the godly mother she so much wants to be for her child. Thank you so much for making these beautiful
layettes. The joy seen on the mother’s faces is a wonderful sight! And you have helped make that possible.
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University Medical Center at Brackenridge, Austin

Submitted by Kelsey Welch, LMSW Perinatal Social Worker, University Medical Center at Brackenridge

I am a hospital Perinatal Social Worker. Over the years that I have been in this position, there are numerous stories that
have made an impression and touched my heart.
One such story is of a young woman and her partner who were struggling financially: his employment was very
unreliable and she was trying to care for their young children at home. They had been trying to save what little money
they could to make preparations for the expected baby at home by obtaining the necessary baby supplies. They did not
have excess, but they were able to stretch what they had to provide for their family. She had received prenatal care
throughout her pregnancy, but when she came in to deliver the baby, the doctors made a surprising discovery: she was
having twins! As you can imagine, this woman and her partner were overwhelmed with emotions ranging from complete
shock to overwhelming happiness. However, a cloud of worry began to edge in as well, as they began to consider how
they were going to be ready to bring home another baby. I was able to offer them one of the Christ Child Society’s
layettes for their new baby, and the gratitude and relief on their faces communicated more clearly than any words ever
could. While they knew they still had struggles ahead in adjusting their household budget to provide for now two new
babies, they could rest in the joy of the moment knowing that the baby’s immediate needs would be provided for when
they went home from the hospital.
The birth of a baby is one of the purest forms of joy, yet many families are unable to fully experience that joy due to the
concerns of their daily lives that lie outside of the hospital walls awaiting them. Within the vacuum-wrapped edges of the
layette boxes, lies not only baby supplies, but the gift of presence for parents, in that it allows them to lay aside their
stress and worry of how they are going to provide for their new baby for a moment and be able to fully soak in the joy,
the hope, and the possibility that is symbolized in this new little life. Thank you for opening your hearts to respond so
generously to these families.

Annunciation Maternity Home, Georgetown

Submitted by Alpa Brannam, Volunteer Director,

Annunciation Maternity Home

Christ Child Society and Annunciation Maternity Home share a common thread within their missions. Yes they are both
non-profit Catholic organizations that help those most vulnerable in our community regardless of race, color, or creed
and have volunteers of all faiths supporting them. The dominant thread that unifies them together, along with numerous
other organizations, is their respect for life and their unwavering service to those in need. Christ Child Society has taken
this “thread” and has literally woven it into hand sewn or crocheted blankets and quilts for their Layette Program.
Annunciation has benefited greatly from these wonderful donations of not only blankets and quilts but of other essential
items needed for mother and child. As stated by Sandra, a mother of a healthy nine month old baby boy, “When I first
had my baby there were a lot of things I needed to do and learn. It was nice getting the quilt, bath stuff, and other things.
It was one less thing I had to worry about.”
The Layette Program is special because they not only satisfy our needs; they add a personal touch with every donation.
We know the countless hours, work, and dedication put into each layette assembly. Here at Annunciation we are always
conveying to the young mothers that they are not alone and that we are here to help and guide them. It is comforting to
know that Annunciation gets the same support from organizations like The Christ Child Society.

One of our favorite thank you letters received from Paris, a student at Berkman Elementary who received a
hygiene packet this year. The thank you letters we receive are heartwarming and sometimes heartbreaking. The
importance of good hygiene is being addressed by the school nurse and social worker. Sometimes a mother is
forced to make the difficult decision of choosing between food, medicine, clothing and basic hygiene products.

Challenging Poverty: One Child at a Time
ESL Book Club
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submitted by Kay Cahalan, EL/Civics Coordinator

The EL/Civics program we offer is funded by a Grant. RRISD identified several schools with a high population
of Non-English speakers and decided these schools would be most in need of the ESL Program. Parents are
educated in English so they feel more confident to assist in their child’s education, such as PTA meetings,
volunteering at the school, and to just feel a real part of the school community. The Civics part of the Grant allows
us to share invaluable information about everyday life with the participants in this program. Various speakers,
such as public servants, are invited to impart information about the importance of our responsibilities to our
neighborhood and neighbors, information concerning services available to them, and their rights as an individual
living in this country.
The ESL Book Club that The Christ Child Society provides for the children of parents enrolled in ESL classes has
been beneficial for all involved. The children look forward to coming and many of them influence their parents to
attend our English program. They look forward to participating in their own reading program on Monday nights.
Two years ago I saw one of my former parent ESL students who I had not seen for sometime. I just assumed she
had dropped out of the program. When we spoke she said she had to start coming back to classes because her little
girl wanted to come and read. Her daughter was just so excited about returning and called it “her book club."
The ladies who work with the children are so kind, loving and gentle with them. For some of these children this is
such a special time as they are read to, discuss the books, play games and really get an understanding for the value
of reading, whether for pleasure or school. The children receive their own brand new copy of the books they read,
and enjoy taking them home to read with mom and dad.
I dearly love this program and the ladies who so unselfishly give of their time and talent. I am looking forward to
another wonderful year. Thank you all so much.
The Book Club at Berkman Elementary is designed for 4 & 5 year old children. Each month that the child
attends they receive a brand new book from the Christ Child Society. The book is read to them every
week. Games & arts and crafts are planned that correspond with the theme of the book. Approximately 8-

12 children are with us every week. To date we have happily given away about 120 books. Our volunteers
love sending the kids home with their books & crafts. Much laughter is heard on Monday nights!

My Little Angel

Submitted by Jaclyn Johnson

January of 2010, I gave birth at Round Rock Medical Center to two little twin girls, Hannah and Samantha.
Because they were born eight weeks early, they were in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. Samantha was
transferred to St. David’s NICU in Austin at 3 days, and then back to RRMC at 22 days. At 5 weeks old
Hannah came home. We were expecting Samantha to come home any day. At five weeks and five days,
Samantha contracted Necrotizing Enterocolitis (NEC) and was transferred back to St. David’s NICU. She
passed away the next day. We were devastated and didn’t know what to do. Our friends and family rallied
around us, giving us the support we needed to get through our grief. When my friend and Christ Child member
Wendy Bierschenk offered to bring me a bereavement gown, or angel gown, I wasn't even sure what it was, but
the offer of support and love was deeply appreciated. When I saw it, I was touched by the beautiful detail and
the delicate fabric. I don’t have much that belonged to my Samantha, but that beautiful white gown is one of
the pieces I pull out to hold and look at when I want to remember my little angel.

National Christ Child Society 2010 Annual Giving Appeal
How Does My Donation Help? As a member of your local Christ Child Society Chapter you collectively belong to a greater unified
mission created by Mary Virginia Merrick - the National Christ Child Society. Your Annual Giving donation supports and preserves the
guiding principles of Mary Virginia Merrick by:
1. Unifying Chapters through support and guidance of a National Board of Directors.
2. Creating annual opportunities for networking and educational sessions - Conference and Convention.
3. Providing Chapters with current nonprofit information, up-to-date resource materials and open communication through a national
office.
4. Preserving the Christ Child Society legacy and maintaining historical records.
5. Guiding Chapters with program planning/implementation/evaluation through the Challenging Poverty: One Child at a Time initiative.
6. Expanding into new communities and providing on-going assistance for newly chartered Chapters.
7. Supporting NCCS Annual Giving reduces your local chapter’s chapter support obligation.

Please notify the National Office if you did not receive an Annual Appeal Invitation www.nationalchristchildsoc.org

Wanted: Meeting & Storage Space for the Capital Area Chapter
The Capital Area Chapter was formed in 2001 and received its charter in 2002. Since then thousands of volunteer hours have
been logged. Over 4000 layettes have been assembled and distributed. 500 Bereavement gowns were lovingly sewn,
packaged and distributed. 1500 bags for hygiene packets have been sewn. An innumerable amount of blankets and quilts
have been knitted, crocheted and sewn. Thousands of diapers were counted, bundled, and stored, and hundreds of hygiene
products have been collected, stored, assembled and distributed. Countless planning meetings, board meetings, socials,
workdays and spiritual activities have been held.
Where has all this flurry of activity taken place you ask? In living rooms, around dining room tables, in garages, rented
rooms, coffee shops, and parish meeting rooms and activity centers. Many miles have been logged driving to and from
member’s homes to pick up donations of clothing, yarn, material, and chapter supplies. Members have become very adept at
squeezing Christ Child inventory into the last free space in a closet and moving the golf cart because space was needed in the
garage. Home offices have become CCS storage areas and boxes are stored behind couches and in the back of mini vans!
We are growing, praise God! And with that growth we welcome the inevitable growing pains. We are able to expand our
service projects to include many more mothers and children in need in our community.
The Capital Area chapter would like to ask for your help in finding a facility in the Round Rock or surrounding area. We
desperately want to store our entire inventory in one location. Have space for planning and board meetings and room for our
work days and layette assemblies. A permanent address rather than a Post Office Box, a place to call our own, to grow and to
continue to do the work of CCS founder, Mary Virginia Merrick. We will miss our life as nomads, but we look forward to
putting down roots!
If you or someone you know is able to lend a hand and help facilitate this giant leap for our chapter, please contact chapter
President, Julie Schultz amrschultz@yahoo.com or 512-246-8934. As a group, we will pray for guidance, wisdom, and Gods
will as we discern the direction our growth should take us.

.

Save the Date
For the 2nd Annual

Evening for the Ladies
Black and White Cocktail
May 3, 2011
Slip on your LBD and join us for an ev ening of dinner, cocktails & entertainment

Committee Updates
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Layette
Sewing work days are held 9:30am each Wednesday of the month. 1st & 3rd
Wednesdays at Louise Valero’s home 1503 Dragon Dr. in Round Rock, 2 nd and 4th
Wednesdays at Janie Castillo’s home 1209 Cushing Dr. in Round Rock. Bring sewing
machines, rotary cutting tools, scissors, snips, etc. Fabric and patterns will be supplied.
Feel free to bring snacks to share too! For directions or questions, please contact Louise
at 512-879-7890 or Janie at 512-255-3911.

CCS Baby Showers are being scheduled monthly at local Parishes. Please contact
Becky Cook to coordinate a shower at your parish or church.

Fundraising
March 2011 Garage Sale – please continue collecting for the CCS Garage sale.
Contact Wendy Bierschenk if you have any questions.

Evening for the Ladies planning meetings are in full swing. All are welcome to
participate. Next meeting is Wednesday, Oct. 27th 6:30pm at Wendy Bierschenk’s house.

P.O. BOX 5953
Round Rock, Texas
78683
www.christchildsocietyoftexas.org

Spiritual Advisor
Fr. Dean Wilhelm
St. William Catholic Church
512-255-4473
▪▪▪

President
Julie Schultz
512-246-8934
amrschultz@yahoo.com
Immediate Past Pres.
/Parliamentarian
Lorraine Schuckman
Schucks70@yahoo.com

ESL Book Club

President-Elect/Service
Ofelia Melendez
512-786-4705
Ofelia_melendez@yahoo.com

The Book Club begins October 4th at Berkman Elementary. Volunteers are still needed
to help for the months of December 2010 and April 2011. Please contact Ofelia
Melendez for more information.

Vice President/Fundraising
Wendy Bierschenk
wenbier@hotmail.com

All Mentors and ESL Volunteers must complete the RRISD background check at
www.RRISD.org Students and Parents Icon, Volunteer and Mentor Application

Hygiene Packets
The Hygiene Packet Service Project is in need of donations.

Treasurer
Rose Zavala
txmxchef@aol.com
Recording Secretary
Rebecca Martinez
Rebecca_ai@hotmail.com

shampoo, soap, deodorant,
conditioner, lotion, comb or brush, toothbrush, toothpaste, and washcloth.

Membership
Ardeth Hadley
lahad38@gmail.com

Middle School Hygiene Packets include (full size): shampoo, soap, deodorant,

Provisional Membership
Pam Finley
Pfinley2@austin.rr.com

Elementary Hygiene Packets include (travel size):

conditioner, lotion, comb or brush, toothbrush, toothpaste, alcohol-free hand sanitizer,
and feminine hygiene products.
For more information please contact Barbara Forby or Ofelia Melendez.

Hospitality
If you enjoy entertaining, cooking or baking and creating a welcoming atmosphere,
we’re looking for you! The Hospitality Committee provides refreshments for all work
days, layette assemblies, new member meetings, and more. For more information or to
volunteer, please contact Virginia.

Membership
The Provisional Members begin the first of 3 meetings in October. They will become
familiar with all CCS Service Projects and learn about the history of this wonderful
organization.

Please welcome them!

Layette
Becky Cook
rebeccacook@austin.rr.com
Bereavement
Lois Feist
lpfeist@gmail.com
Hospitality
Virginia Pargmann
robparg@aol.com
Historian
Barbara Forby
barbara.j.forby@usps.gov
Newsletter/Publicity
Mickey Rowland
rowlandgk@yahoo.com

See the Christ Child in every child and serve Him
Mary Virginia Merrick • 1866-1955 • Founder • National Christ Child Society

CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY OF TEXAS
CAPITAL AREA, INC.
P.O. Box 5953
Round Rock, TX 78683
www.christchildsocietyoftexas.org
Christ Child Society of Texas
Is a chapter member of
National Christ Child Society
4340 East West Highway Suite 202
Bethesda, MD 20814
1-800-814-8129 fax: 1-301-718-8822

www.nationalchristchildsoc.org
Please direct questions, information & articles to
Newsletter Editor, Mickey Rowland
rowlandgk@yahoo.com

(512)970-9985

▪▪▪MISSION ▪▪▪

Our motive and spirit is love for the Christ Child,
expressed in fellowship and service to our community’s
youth who are most in need of spiritual, physical,
emotional or economic support, regardless of race or
creed.

Ladies…Mark Your Calendars!

“I know it to be a small service, but the great things are so little and the little so great.” MVM

October
6
7

Sewing work day 9:30am Louise Valero’s house
1503 Dragon Dr. Round Rock
Layette Committee 9:30am Becky Cook’s house
1204 Sundrop Place, Round Rock

13

Sewing work day 9:30am Janie Castillo’s house
1209 Cushing Dr. Round Rock

12

Provisional Member Social (CCS History)
6:30-8:30pm St. William Parish Hall
Refreshments provided

20

Sewing work day 9:30am Louise Valero’s house

23

Layette Assembly, General Meeting &
Bylaw Revision Vote, 9am St. William Pavilion

27
27

Sewing work day 9:30am Janie Castillo’s house
Evening for the Ladies (EFL) Committee
6:30pm Wendy Bierschenk’s house
1808 Creek Ledge Place, Round Rock

3

Sewing work day 9:30am Louise Valero’s house

November
6

Craft Show at St. William

10

Sewing work day 9:30am Janie Castillo’s house

13

Provisional Member Orientation (Service)
Meeting and Tour 9-11:30am
Gabriel Project Life Center
Catholic Charities Bldg., 1817 E. 6th St., Austin
Refreshments provided – all members invited

17

Sewing work day 9:30am Louise Valero’s house

December
7

Christmas Social 7pm St. William Parish Hall

January 2011
TBA Work day at the Stitching Studio

