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A Bible that is

falling apart
usually belongs to

someone who isn't.
Spurgeon

The Capital Area members are off to a great start in
2005! CCS member Jodi Chowen extended an invita

tion to all members to attend the 2005 Church of Latter-
day Saints Relief Society Women's Conference held
February "Charity Never Faileth" was the theme of
the conference, and CCS was one of five local Charities
invited to attend and given the opportunity to set up a
display and to share information on our service projects.

This year's conference focused on the positive impact
one person can have in the lives of many by their dona
tion of time and talent and being charitable here in our
own community. After hearing a very powerful story from
keynote speaker Becky Douglas, guests enjoyed a
delicious picnic style lunch and listened to representa
tives of the featured charities speak about their organiza
tions. Iwill tell you that we were in great company as the
other charities featured were the local chapter of the
American Red Cross, Meals on Wheels, Williamson
County Crisis Center and Hill Country Ministries. The
CCS had a great response from those attending and we

' were able to generate much interest In our chapter.
Thank you to Julie Evans, Linda Allen, Lorrie Saldlvar,
LaVerrie Rinken and Terri Boyd who joined me at the
conference. Special thanks to Terri for doing such a
great job setting up the display for us and to Jodi for
extending the invitation! The day truly reaffirmed for me
the importance of what we do, whether big or small, for
those that we serve. Our heartfelt intentions and the spirit
in which we serve is how we are blessed.

February also brought us together to help unpack and
fold our HUGE Gerber order for the March layette
assembly. Thirty bereavement gowns sets were also
completed, ironed and packaged, ready to distribute to
the Children's Hospital of Austin. Thanks to Virgina
Pargman for organizing the event and to all of you who .
were able to stop by and give of your time. We were
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Make your daily meditation on a passage
from the New Testament every morning.

Let nothing prevent this
fifteen-or thirty-minute exercise.

Guard your door as you would a fortress.

-Mary Virginia Merrick

very happy to have a few of the women we met at the
Women's Conference join us also. Everyone had a
great time visiting and feasting on another one of
Virginia's famous 'spreads'. Ifyou've never been to
one of these gatherings you need to join us next
timel

St. Helen Catholic Church in Georgetown was the
location for our5^ layette assembly on Saturday,
March 5"^. Melissa Galban organized another
successful assembly as 119 layettes were completed
and distributed that morning. Special thanks to John
Pier for, once again, helping us out with his shrink-
wrap machine! We appreciate all members and
guests, young and old, who joined us to help set up
and assemble.

Time for our New Member Luncheon scheduled

Saturday, April le"' at B's Gathering Place in Round
Rock! We again ask you to invite your family,
friends, neighbors and co-workers to join us for a
great buffet style lunch and to find-put more about the
Capital Area Chapter. This year we are lining up a
guest speaker and will. have a slide presentation
featuring many of the projects we've been working
on. I know that several of you attended last year as
guests and now are active members! You willbe
contacted soon to pick up your invitations to
distribute to those you'd like to join you at the
luncheon. We are counting on you to help make this
another successful event and expand our
membership. Make your guest list!

Our Annual Founders Day Mass is scheduled -
for theevening ofThursday, April 28''' at 6:00 p.m. at
St. William Catholic Church and will be followed by
hors d'oeuvres and desserts at the home of Bob and

Mary Gontarek. Lorraine Schuckman will be
contacting you to line up food and drinks.

Much has been done, much remains to do. )
thank you for your continued and renewed commit
ment, and I pray that you will "see the Christ Child
in every child" that we help.
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Keep the devil
out ofyour garden!

Julie Evans—244-1230
levans@hotmail.com

Here we are at the beginning of a new year. Your help is needed to
make this another successful year of supporting children in our com
munity. Please join us on Tuesday, March22" at 7 pm to brainstormfor
some new and interesting fundraising ideas. We will meet at Water's
Park Apartment Clubhouse at Mopac and Parmer Lane. Refreshments
will be served. Please RSVP to Julie Evans.

Thanks to those who attended our Gatti-land Family Night on
February

Our current fundraiser is the sale of Gatti-iand Coupon Books, a
$125 value for $10. If each member purchases or sells 1 book each,
we can raise $290. We have already sold 10 books in our first week
of sales.

Contact me with questions, comments or suggestions (info above).
•My cell is 573-1285.

CCS Participated in LDS Women's Conference
by Jodi Chowen

Have you ever wondered if "one" can really make a difference? According to
Becky Douglas, a keynote speaker at a recent women's conference, the power of
one is immeasurable. On Saturday, February 19, 2005, several members from
CCS participated in a women's conference at the Round Rock Stake Center of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The theme of the conference
was to honor and encourage service in the community. The CCS set up a display
table to inform attendees about the organization and what service'opportunities
are available with the CCS.

Ms. Douglas is the president of the Rising Star Outreach, a non-profit
organization that works in India with leprosy-affected individuals, including
children. Her work with these affected individuals, in a culture that labels them as
untouchables," has produced in her a deep appreciation of the difference "just
one" can make. One wheelchair has lifted the level of care of an entire leper
colony. One brother who carries his disabled sister every day on his back has
given her a chance at life. One packet of medication costing only $1.50 can cure
leprosy in children in its earliest stages. One teenage high school girl raised over
$90,000 to help these communities rebuild in the wake of the recent tsunami.
The message Ms. Douglas shared inspired the belief that everyone's contribution
is valuable no matter how great or small, wherever it is given. Acts of service do
not need to be grandiose. There are opportunities in our communities where we
can make a difference everyday.

After Ms. Douglas' presentation, Mickey Rowland introduced the CCS and
shared some of the service opportunities currently available. Several women
expressed an interest to participate with the CCS. Members of the CCS who
attended hope that the significance of Ms. Douglas' message will be "remembered:
Truly, every "one" can make a difference! , n "
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Tkaseas^Qodto comfort
Iris ^MiUer andherf amity

as they mourn the. [oss ofher mother,
CCementine 3(icftards.

ffuneraCwas Jniday, feBruary 2^
in 'BiCo^d/ iMississippi.

Plan ahead -

It wasn't raining
when Noah

built the ark.

Virginia Pargmann—512-863-3785
robparg@aol.com

Thanks to everyone for coming to the Sewing
Circle onFebruary 22"^ at St. William PAC. Our
sewing was limited this time, but we got much
accomplished. We ironed and organized items for
the bereavement sets: These were than packaged
into boxes. We are fortunate to have nice boxes
donated to us by Beall's Department Store. The
boxes help to keep the little gowns nice and neat.

We have contacted Georgetown and Round
Rock hospitals offering our bereavement sets.
Both hospitals are interested in our service. We
hope to have plans finalized soon.

Thanks to our members and volunteers, we now
have a good supply of bereavements sets. We can
now extend our service to many.

One of life's great rules is this: The more you give, the
more you get —William H. Danforth

Hope you're feeling better soon Rebecca Mara!
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Beyefishers of men.
You catch 'em

He'll clean 'em.

La Verne Rinken—388-7699
Iavrinken@aol.com

PLEASE KEEP THIS IN MIND! 1 NEED
PHOTOS, MEMENTOS, NEWSPAPER
CLIPPINGS, ANY PUBLISHED NEWS
ABOUT OUR EVENTS OR ABOUT OUR
CLUB THAT WOULD ADD TO OUR
CLUB'S SCRAPBOOK. NEED YOUR

HELP! THANKS. CONTACT: LA VERNE

God's Word promises
a safe landing,

not a calm passage.

Melissa Galban—255-5897
myssyg@ev1.net

Our order from Gerber came in. We also
received free baby items {several big
boxes) from Triboro QuiltManufacturing Corp.
(Cuddle Time). We unpacked and folded these
items at our Sewing Circle that was held at St.
Willam Parish Activity Center on February 22"^
(see picture below).

Another successful Layette Assembly was
held on March 5th at St. Helen's in
Georgetown. A total of 119 layettes were
assembled and given to Life Line, Gabriel
Project and the Children's Hospital in Austin.

Thank you ladies for always comingthrough
with help and donations.

Donations Needed

Diapers
Big Blankets

Bath Products

Receiving Blankets
Wipes

Computer box tops
Sleepers

Hooded towels
Toys/Books
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No one would have been

invited to dinner

as often as Jesiis was

unless he were interesting
and had a sense of humor.

—Charles Schultz
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Tlie devil

will always have
a ship ready for yoii
ifyou want to sail
away from God,
Just askJonah.

JEi
0
s

V
#

t
U

1
#

z

t
y

Lorraine Schuckman—388-1514

lschuckman@fox7.com

Do you cook? Ifso, the National CCS wants your
favorite recipes for a National Cookbook to be ready
for Mother's Day delivery. As a chapter, we are sub
mitting recipes with a BBQ theme. Ifyou have a one,
please let me know. I'm looking for a coleslaw
recipe. Or, ifyou choose, send recipe(s) directly to
Shondell Patterson, National Christ Child Cookbook
Cordinator, spatterson@hallandhunter.com.

Our Founders Day Mass isApril 27^, 6:00 pm, at
St. Williams. We are planning hors d'oeuvres and
desserts after mass at Mary and Bob Gontarek's
home. I need a couple of volunteers to help with this.
I look forward to hearing from you.
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Mary Gontarek—244-7515
mgontarek@austin.rr.com

Thank you to everyone who responded
to my request for the total hours spent
(logged hours) serving the Christ Child.
As you know these hours are sent into the
National Christ Child Society and can be
used in the application for grants. Meet
ings, layette assemblies, sewing circles,
sewing/crocheting, shopping, telephoning,
etc. are all valid hours spent. Hours
should include from the time you leave the
house until you get back (minus side
trips). For those who have not gotten
around to sending me their hours, please
contact me as soon as possible.
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We are never God's image
until we stop looking like us
and start lookinglike Him.

Linda Allen—388-1528

lallen09@austin.rr.com

Just a note about what the CCS will be
doing in December. We voted to put
together gift bags for 12-17 year old boys
and girls and layettes for babies up to 12
months. We will give these out through St.
William's "Just Because" program. So this
note is to ask each of you to keep your
eyes open for great bargains! We want to
make each gift worth $25. Ifyou are able,
we need help in picking up items for these
gift bags and layettes. Check the

.^clearance shelves when you shop. It is.
^^^amazlng what you can find for $1. As of

today these items have been collected: 10
girls' hat/glove sets, 5 pair girls' gloves, 5
soap bar sets, 4 bath gels, 4 CD holders
that hold 20 CD's. 5 small journal note

pads, 1 nail polish set, 3 body lotions, 3 purses, 1
note card set, 1 scarf, 3 baby blanket/toys, 1 mini
lipstick set, 1 small makeup pouch, 4 Ig. girl gift
bags, 5 Ig. red bags, 7 med. bags. I will be in
charge of this little project. If you have any ques
tions, please contact me (info above). My ceil is
496-1862. God's blessings to each of you and
your families.
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Thy word is Trath,
Psalm 119

John 17:17

Lorrie Saldivar—341-9821

lorrle_saidivar@sbcglobal.net

WAIT THREE DAYS
by Pat Barnes

On that beautiful Easter Monday morning I noticed the old
flower lady sitting in her usual place inside a small archway.
At her feet corsages and boutonnieres were parading on top
of a spread-open newspaper. The flower lady was smiling,
her wrinkled old face alive with some inner joy, and on
impulse I said to her, "My you look happy this morning!"

"Why not?" she answered. "Everything is good."

She was dressed so shabbily and seemed so very old that
I couldn't help saying, "Don't you have any troubles?"

'You can't reach my age and not have troubles," she
replied. "Only it's like Jesus and Good Friday. When Jesus
was crucified on Good Friday that was the worst day in the
whole world. When I get troubles 1remember that, and then I
think of what happened only three days later - Easter and our
Lord arising. So when things go wrong, I've learned to wait
three days...and somehow everything gets much better."

And she smiled good-bye. But her words still follow me _ _
whenever I think I have trouble... "Give God a chance to_
help...wait threedays."

/
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Saturday. March 19'"
Board Meeting
9-11 ;00 a.m. at the home of

Mary Gontarek—244-7515

tnd
Tuesday. March 22

Fundraiser Brainstorming Meeting
7:00 p.m. at Water's Park Apartments
Clubhouse, Mopac & Parmer Lane
RSVP—Julie Evans, 573-1285

Saturday. Aoril 9*"
Board Meeting
9-11:00 a.m. at St. William Church

RE BIdg. Rm. #2

Saturday. April 16"'
New Member Luncheon

11:00-1:00 p.m. at B's Gathering
House, Round Rock, RSVP by
April 8*^—Mickey Rowland. 244-0872

Thursday. April 28"'
Founders Day Mass
6:00 p.m. at St. William Church
Hors d'oeuvres and desserts immedi

ately following at the home of Mary
and Bob Gontarek

May

No Board Meeting Scheduled

Saturday. June 18"'
Board Meeting
9-11:00 a.m. at Common Grounds
Coffee House

A3'oungwoman was discouraged in
her attempts to read and remember
tlie Bible. She said, "It's no use. No
matter how much I read 1always
forget what! havejust read."

Awise pastor replied, 'Take heart.
When you pour water over a sieve, no
matter how much you pour, you don't
collect much. But at leastyou ended
up with a clean sieve.

March 2005

A Race of God's Glory
by Lorraine Schuckman

Another CCS member asked me to share this story of my
marathon run, which took place on February 13, 2005. My story
began last August when, while dusting, a book fell from my
bookcase—the title Marathon Running. This seemed odd but, as
I took a moment to look at the book I thought, "Is now the time?"

First, a brief history: I've been running since my junior year in
high school. In the late nineties I prepared to run a marathon but
two years in a row I experienced respiratory problems. In
September 2000. I was diagnosed with adult on set asthma. My
doctor told me that running might not be possible. However,
about a year prior to this, I had had a conversion of heart. Iwas
on a A?ew journey. I had been asking God for the gift to run
again—I told Him, as I run, Iwould pray the Rosary (before my
conversion, the Rosary had not been a part of my life). I am
grateful to say that, for the past four years, running has been a
daily routine for me.

Back to my story: I talked with my husband about taking on
the challenge of my first marathon. He was supportive and told
me to "go for it." I began to pray for God's guidance. Afew days
later the scripture from Paul alx)ut running the race was read at
daily mass! I started to read the marathon book and to begin
training. In late October I battled breathing problems. Late
November brought on shin splits. By January I had not run the
distances. A half marathon was coming up at month-end, so I
decided to run in it to see how I'd do. After a good run, I moved
forward and registered for the Freescale Marathon.

I became nervous and unsure of my talent. The morning of the
race I awoke to thunder, lightening and pouring rain, however, I
was determined. As 1drove to the start, I got stuck in traffic. It
was raining lightly as I patiently waited for traffic to move. About
five minutes before start time, suddenly, a police officer removed
a barricade and allowed me, and several others, to enter a
parking garage. Out of the blue he moved his motorcycle aside
and motioned for us to pull in! The start line was one level up the
stairway! I had time to put on my windbreaker and get going. The
run had just begun and, the good news was, the crowd was
thinning. The rain had stopped so I had the added advantage of
running with dry feet. My breathing was great. No need for my
inhaler... no need for a bathroom... no hunger pains. The day
turned clear and the sun came out! As I ran I prayed my Rosary,
and, at times when I was forced to walk. I thanked God for giving
me strength. I had peace.

Myofficial time was 4 hours, 50 minutes and 30 seconds. I
was even able to spot my husband in the crowd! After the race,
we had plans to meet at "Sandy's" on Barton Springs Road. I got
there earlier then planned. When I called him from the pay
phone, he was across the street—he didn't have to park or look
for me. When I saw his face his JOY was for me. He said, "I knew
you could do it!" I received several messages from God that day.
Whatever race we run God is cheering us on. Our trust must be
in Him for through God all things are possible.

Editor's Note: I'm the one who asked Lorraine to tell her
marathon story. Thanks, my friend, for feeding our faith
through this beautiful testimony. Do YOU have a personal
testimony you would like to share? If so, please contact me.



People can tell you God exists and that He
knows and loves you. But how do you
know whether or not they are telling you

tlte truth? After all; human beings can be wrong.
So where can you find the truth about God—and
be sure It is true? Only one place. In the one
book that claims to be and has proven to be the
Word of God, Tlie Bible!

God wants to bring us into intimacy with
Himself. He wants to be a Father to us. In order

to have tliat relationship, however^ God has to
talk to us. He wants to explain to us who He is
and how we can be brought into a close,
wonderful relationship with Him. He also wants
us to understand die blessings of a life of
obedience to His Word and the consequences of
disobeying Him. And He wants us to know the
truth about life and what is going to happen in
the future.

The Bible tells us eveiything we need to know
about life: Who am 1? Where did I come from?

Why am I here? Where am 1going? Wliat is the

purpose of life? ...Tlie Bible is a timeless work-
it's for all people for all time

Through a diligent study of God's Word,
under the guidance of His Spirit, yon^l drop a
strong anchor that wCn hold in the storms ofli
You will know your God. And when you know
your God^ not only will you be strong, butyou
will do great exploits for Him (Daniel 11:32)....

Ultimately the goal of personal Bible study is a
transformed life and a deep and abiding
relationship with Jesus Christ. Through ityou
are changed from gloiy to glory into the image of
Jesus.

Paul said, "Be imitators of me as 1 am of
Christ" (1 Corintliians 11:1). Tliat's whati want
to be—like Jesus. Isn't that whatyou want also,
my friend? Of course it is. Then let's spend time
sitting at His feet in His Word. It's the one thing
that is needful. The one tiling that can never be
taken away (Luke 10:38-42). Go for it!

—Excerpts from "How to Study Your Bible"
by Kay Arthur

We may be sure there is something seriously wrong when we lose our appetite for the Bread of Life.
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